School of Theology at Claremont 


iii i 


18379 





The Library 


SCHOOL OF, FHEOLOG’: 
AT CLAREMONT 


WEST FOOTHILL AT COLLEGE AVENUE 
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA 








THE OBJECT OF THE 
BIBLE 





THE OBJECT OF 
THE BIBLE 


OTERO Tat « 





BY THE REV. 


EDWARD F. WILSON 


Late Principal of the Shingwauk Home for 
Indian Boys and of the C.M.S: 


“That which I see not 
Teach Thou me” 
—Job xxxiv. 32. 


LONDON: ELLIOT STOCK 
7 PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C 
1914 


Tree eee 
SCHOOL OP PoE Oey 


AT CLAREMONT 
(California 


CHAP. 


II 
Til 
IV 


VI 


vil 


Vill 
IX 


XI 


XII 


CONTENTS 








PAGE 
INTRODUCTION . c R ; ‘ I 
Wao was ABRAHAM ? : 2 onto 
THE PROPHET IsatAu (Isaiahi—xxiv.) . 22 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE (Isaiah xxiv.—xli.) 38 


THE CominG Mess1au (Isaiah xli—xlix.) 54 


A SUFFERING MessiaH (Isaiah xlix.- 


liii.) x : : ‘ : re Lif 
‘ BREAK FORTH INTO SINGING ’’ (Isaiah 

liv.—lix.) > : : S . 98 
** ARISE—SHINE ”’ (Isaiah Ix.-lxiv.) . 91 


‘“‘FouND OF THEM THAT SouGHT ME 
not ”’ (Isaiah lxv.-lxvi.) ‘ - 100 


THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE JEWS. II0 


THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE TEN Lost 
CREOLE Te 


TRIBES . = - = : eles 
Wer aia 
CONCLUSION 3 é E : ij =230 





THE OBJECT OF THE BIBLE 


CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 


Thou art the Great God, Who inhabitest Eternity, 
Whose Name is Holy. And this is Thy Book, Thy 
Holy Book, the Bible. And these Holy Scriptures 
are able to make us wise unto salvation, through 
faith, which is in Christ Jesus. 

“ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” — 
2 Tim. iii. 15. 

“Prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man; but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.””—z2 Pet. i. 21. 


HIS little Book, the Bible, claims to be 

the inspired Word of God. No other 

book in the world makes such a claim. It 
is at present printed in upwards of 440 lan- 
guages. It has an annual circulation at the 
present time (1914) of over seven million 
copies. No other volume, in any language, 
has anything approaching to such a circulation. 
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And it is only within the last few years that 
this annual circulation of seven million copies 
of more or less complete Bibles has been 
attained, and it is still on the increase. 

The writer of this is an old man and feeble, 
a minister of God, but retired from active 
work; and now, in his old age, he is more 
than ever convinced that 


THE BIBLE IS THE WorpD OF Gop, 


that the Bible is not man’s book but God’s 
Book, the inspired Word of God. “ Holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit.” And the desire of the 
writer is—his earnest desire is—that all who 
profess and call themselves Christians may 
be brought to acknowledge and to believe, 
from the very bottom of their hearts, that 
these words of Holy Scripture, beginning 
with the act of creation, and ending with the 
Book of the Revelation, are God’s Holy Word 
—given and revealed by God Himself. 

It is unbelief, he feels sure, that more than 
anything else is hindering the progress of 
Jesus Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world. 

It surely is a marvellous thing that Almighty 
God should just at this time be opening— 
opening the door—for the entrance of His. 
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Holy Gospel in one country after another 
whose gates formerly were barred—strongly 
barred—against the entrance of that Gospel. 
Those of us who are at all familiar with the 
progress of missionary work in foreign lands 
know that this is so. 

A- wonderful change has, under God, come 
over the great heathen nations of the world in 
their sentiments towards Christianity. Chris- 
tidnity is no longer opposed as it once was. 
And, simultaneously with this change, is the 
marvellous increase in the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures. Seven million copies printed 
annually, in 440 distinct forms of speech, and 
circulated in every part of the world. 

Surely this is sufficient to make every one, 
be he a Christian or an unbeliever, stop and 
think: Is this not of God? Is it not God’s 
work ? 

How can it be that this little book, so small, 
so insignificant in size, can have such an in- 
fluence, and can have attained such an enormous 
circulation ?. And, on the other hand, how is 
it that the study of God’s Word is so lament- 
ably. neglected in these days by a very large 
majority of those who bear the honoured name 
of Christian? How is it that both in America 
and in England—countries mainly Protestant 
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—Bible countries—countries engaged more 
than any others in missionary work in foreign 
lands—the study of God’s Holy Word is so 
lamentably neglected by the great majority of 
the population ? How is it that the erstwhile 
heathen nations are now putting to shame the 
Christian nations in their care for, their belief 
in, and their earnest study of God’s Word ? 

May we not hope for a change in this matter ? 
Why should the Bible be thus neglected? Is 
it not God’s Own Word to mankind ? Oh, that 
people might believe really in their hearts— 
believe absolutely—that 


THE BIBLE IS THE ACTUAL WORD OF GoD. 


Now God, it seems to me—and does it not 
seem to us all >—must have had a distinct object 
in framing this little Book which we call the 
Bible. He must have had a purpose, a distinct 
purpose throughout its pages—a purpose in its 
beginning and a purpose in its ending; and 
the centre of it all it seems to me is Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified. It all seems to centre on 
this one subject from first to last. Most people, 
who are in any way making a godly study of 
the Scriptures, I think, believe and accept this. 

But what we desire and pray for is that the 
hearts of many many more may be opened to 
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see and believe this great truth. For there 
surely cannot be any reasonable doubt about 
it, that the Bible is the Word of God—the 
Word of God throughout, in every page, in its 
setting, its arrangement. It is the most 
wonderful collection of writings ; and its very 
arrangement and putting together, the writer 
is persuaded, is not of men but of God. 

Let us now reverently take the Bible in our 
hands, and open and examine its pages. We 
want to satisfy ourselves—absolutely to satisfy 
ourselves—that this little Book is God’s in- 
spired Word, which He Himself has framed and 
arranged ; that it is His message from heaven ; 
that it contains words which human beings, 
however holy arid godlike, could never, in their 
own minds, have ever conceived or thought of ; 
that its very arrangement and construction is 
beyond human power ; that it speaks as never 
any other book ever has spoken or can speak ; 
that it is a book the deep meaning of which 
is entirely unintelligible to those who have not 
been taught by God’s Holy Spirit ; that it is 
by the power of God’s Holy Spirit alone that 
any human being—man, woman or child— 
can see into or accept for themselves the deep 
things of God therein contained. 

Of course there are many, very many, who 
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will sneer at all this, and claim that they have 
unanswerable proofs that the Holy Scriptures 
are not genuine or to be relied on. But why 
trouble about these ? 


THE Hoty SCRIPTURES SPEAK FOR 
THEMSELVES. 


As Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego answered 
King. Nebuchadnezzar, so we would reply, 
“We are not careful to answer thee in this 
matter.’’ All the answer we require is within 
them. They bear their own testimony that 
they are the Word of God. 

Oh, that the Christian Church would rouse 
itself to a new life! To consider, reflect, think, 
think deeply, that God Almighty is even al- 
ready working in a new and marvellous manner 
in this world of ours—opening the door for the 
entrance of His truth in a most unexpected 
way, in nearly every great country of the 
world which up to recent years has been sunk 
in heathenism. That, at the same time, He 
has most marvellously brought about the wide 
circulation of His most Holy Word in every 
part of the world, translated into nearly every 
known tongue, and that through these means, 
not only have the heathen nations heard the 
Word “in their own tongue wherein they were 
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born,” but also the Jews, God’s own ancient 
people, have heard the Gospel Message. 

And note, also, that in these days, Almighty 
God has so ordered it that the words of His 
Holy Book should have undergone a most 
rigid and exhaustive and critical examination, 
and yet remain unscathed. All these things 
have come so closely together that we may 
well indeed believe that the Hand of God has 
been. in it. all. 

And now, with the Bible open before us, let 
us proceed ; and, believing it to be 


not Man’s Boox sBuT Gop’s Book, 


let us satisfy ourselves as to the Divine object 
in furnishing this Book to mankind. 

We come, first, to the five Books of Moses, 
the servant of God. They begin with the 
creation, the entrance of sin into the world, 
and the misery that followed. Then, after a 
lapse of 1,500 years or more, follows a detailed 
account of the Flood, as a first great punish- 
ment for man’s excessive wickedness. Then, 
in the eleventh chapter of Genesis, we have 
“the confusion of tongues ” and dispersion of 
the nations. And this same chapter contains 
the first mention of Abram (afterwards Abra- 
ham), the father of the Jewish race. 
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Here let us pause. Let us dwell on this for 
a few moments. For perhaps we have not 
hitherto considered the vast importance of 
this matter, or how much this call of Abram 
has to do with all that follows in these Holy 
Scriptures. This is, in a way, the beginning of 
the Bible and shows its object. For this 
eleventh chapter of Genesis tells us of the 
selection by Almighty God Himself of a cer- 
tain people who were to be His own chosen 
ones—a chosen race, subject to His own 
special laws, under His own government, 
separate and distinct from the remainder of 
the world, and destined, eventually, to be the 
means of carrying out His own great designs 
for the eternal benefit of the human race. 

The tribes. of Israel, who were the direct 
descendants of Abraham, were destined by 
God to be the conveyors of His will and the 
expounders of His laws to the remainder of 
mankind. But they miserably failed to do so; 
and when God, in the lapse of time, sent His 
only Son to be the Saviour of the world, they 
rejected Him. ‘‘ He came unto His own, and 
His own received Him not.” He came in 
tender mercy, but they received Him with 
cries of “‘ Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 

This really, in a few short words, is what 
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the Bible contains. It is the Book given by 
God to His own chosen people, and they were 
to be His representatives upon earth. To 
their care the Holy Scriptures were committed. 
They were to guard them, and they were to 
make their contents known to the remainder 
of mankind. And these people, descendants 
of Abraham, still exist. Ten of the original 
tribes are now known as the ten lost tribes ; 
the balance are known as Jews. These latter 
are said to be upwards of eleven million in 
number. God has preserved them all, and 
preserved their city, Jerusalem ; and He still 
has His great purposes concerning them. All 
this is contained in this wonderful Book, the 
Bible. 


CHAPTER II. 
WHO WAS ABRAHAM ? 


UT to go back now to the eleventh chapter 
of Genesis, and thence we will proceed 
onward and endeavour to show, step by step, 
how the words of Holy Scripture are, without 
doubt, the words of God, and not the words 
of man; and that their very arrangement is 
God’s doing, and not man’s; and that God, 
having entire control of the Book, from first 
to last, there can be contained within its pages 
not a single chance incident, not a single chance 
word, but every single incident and every 
single word has its object and purpose, and 
therefore is worthy of the very closest study— 
nay, more, thts Book, the Bible, contains our 
salvation ; without a knowledge of its contents 
man cannot be said to be in the way of 
salvation. 

To begin with, the call to this special people 
to be God’s representatives upon earth, the 
descendants of Abraham. 
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Wuo was ABRAHAM ? 


- There seems to be a mystery about his origin. 
He appears to have been selected by God 
from the midst.of a heathen people. Whether 
in his boyhood he served the true God or not, 
we do not know. It may have been the per- 
sonal visit of an angel from heaven that brought 
the Divine Commission. Whether or not his 
father (whose name was Terah) knew and 
served Jehovah, we do not know. 

From the eleventh chapter of St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Hebrews we gather that when 
Abram was called of God “to go out into a 
place which he should afterwards receive for 
an inheritance, he obeyed; and he went out, 
not knowing whither he went.’’ This is just 
a specimen of the wonderful beauty and sim- 
plicity of the Holy Words of Scripture: “ He 
obeyed, and went out, not knowing whither 
he went ’’—content simply to obey the Divine 
Will. 

This was the beginning, the origin, of the 
chosen people of God, undoubted descendants 
of Abraham, the father of the Jewish race, to 
whom the original promises were made (Gen. 
xii. 2-3): ‘‘ I will make of thee a great nation ; 


I will bless thee, and make thy name great, 
B 
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and thou shalt be a blessing ; and I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee, and in thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed.” 

The Bible is believed to cover about 4,100 
years ; that is, about 4,000 years of Old Testa- 
ment history and about 100 years of what has 
happened since the birth of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. The Jews accept and believe in the 
whole of the Old Testament; but they, as a 
people, still persist in rejecting our New 
Testament. But the time doubtless will come, 
and perhaps will come very soon, when the 
whole number of the Jews—upwards of eleven 
million in number—will be converted to the 
true faith, accept Jesus Christ as the true 
Messiah, and believe in Him as the promised 
Saviour of the world. 

But although the Jews are at present so 
blinded as a people as to reject Jesus Christ, let 
us ever bear in mind that it was from the Jews 
that we, Europeans and Americans, first 
received the Gospel Message. The Jews were 
the first missionaries who brought the news of 
salvation, through Jesus, to our heathen an- 
cestors. The whole Bible—New Testament as 
well as Old—was originally given by God to His 
own chosen people. And the descendants of 
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this chosen people, the Israelitish nation, are 
yet destined, in God’s-providence, to carry out 
His original design and to be His agents in 
bringing the whole world to Christ. 

The great prophecies of Scripture must fail 
altogether in their fulfilment if the Jews 
eventually are not converted to Christ, and 
if their brethren, whose identity for so many 
centuries has been lost, are not found and 
re-united with them. 

This Bible which we hold in our hands is not 
yet completed. There was a pause, a lapse 
in its continuity of nearly 400 years just before 
Jesus Christ was born. And there has been a 
further lapse since the last of the Apostles 
died, and this a much longer lapse, extending 
from that time even to the present day, during 
which time the Jews have, as was foretold, 
been a scattered and wandering people, and 
the location of their brethren, the ten lost 
tribes, has remained unknown. But all this 
is to be remedied. ‘“‘ God hath not cast away 
His people, whom He foreknew,” as St. Paul 
assures us (Rom. ii. 2). And God has preserved 
their city, Jerusalem. It has not passed out 
of existence as have Babylon and Nineveh 
and Tyre, but is still preserved. 
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THE BIBLE IS NOT FINISHED—NOT YET 
COMPLETED. 


The mass of its prophecies are not yet ful- 
filled. The Jews are to be restored; lost 
Israel is to be found ; God’s chosen people are 
all to accept Jesus Christ, and together to 
become God’s agents in converting the whole 
world. Then shall Christ, the Messiah, return 
and reign, and all enemies shall be put under 
His feet. This is the grand final object of this 
Book, which so many in the present day dis- 
believe and despise ; and yet it has a far larger 
circulation than any other book now in exist- 
ence, and is printed in nearly every language 
upon earth. 

The very construction of this Book, the Bible, 
we claim, proves it to be of God. It begins with 
the account of the Creation—that is what we 
would expect it to begin with—then follows 
almost immediately the Fall of Man, and such 
a description of the heinousness of sin as God 
Himself only could portray. Then, after the 
Flood, the choosing of a holy people. Then, a 
continued history of God’s dealings with that 
people : the laws that He gave them, the great 
promises made to them, the wonderful acts 
that He performed on their behalf. 
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And do we not note how lamentably it all 
seems to fail? Sin—sin seems to be so deeply 
rooted. The devil, the prince of this world, 
seems to have gained such a tremendous hold 
over the human heart that every effort made 
to reclaim that heart and bring it back to God 
seems to be all in vain. All the early part of 
Scripture seems virtually to be taken up with 
this, to prove what our tenth Article asserts, 
“that man is very far gone from original right- 
eousness, and is of his own nature inclined to 
evil.” 

All, all this goes to prove the absolute need 
of a Messiah—that man, by his own righteous- 
ness, by his own goodness, cannot be saved or 
get to Heaven; that it is only through Jesus 
that salvation can be procured. 


Jesus must DiE—iF MAN Is TO BE SAVED. 


~ God, Who alone could tell the utter hopeless- 
ness of man’s condition, has Himself prepared 
the only possible way by which he can be saved. 
The whole Bible, from beginning to end, tells 
what that way is; therefore we claim that the 
Bible is of God, that it is God’s own Book: 
And the children of Israel, the descendants of 
Abraham, were originally appointed by God 
to be the possessors of His Word to mankind, 
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the sole guardians of the Bible, and His 
sole agents in proclaiming God’s message of 
salvation. 

“God so loved the world that He gave His 
only-begotten Son that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but should have 
everlasting life.” 

Here, in these few words, spoken by God’s 
own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (John iii. 16), 
are set forth, may we not say, the whole message 
of salvation. 

Through all the early part of Holy Scripture 
we have proved to us the absolute necessity 
that God should take the matter in His own 
hands and provide some special way of salva- 
tion; and as we read on through its pages 
we have this more and more impressed upon us : 
the whole history of the children of Israel is 
fraught with surprises—surprises that, not- 
withstanding all God’s wondrous dealings with 
them as a people—preserving them from danger, 
giving them bread from heaven, water from 
the dry rock, opening the sea for them to cross 
over dry-shod, and many other great and 
wondrous acts—that their whole life seems to 
have been one of almost continuous and per- 
sistent rebellion. And these people—can we 
persuade ourselves to believe it ?—are the 


WHO WAS ABRAHAM? 17 


people whom God had chosen especially for 
Himself, to be His own peculiar treasure, to 
serve Him on earth even as the angels serve 
Him in heaven. 

But to turn again to the pages of Scripture. 
We do not propose to produce a commentary ; 
that is not our plan. Commentaries in plenty 
‘have already been written. Our purpose, as 
we have already said, is to endeavour to show 


WHAT WAS THE MAIN OBJECT IN WRITING 
THE BIBLE, 


and then, from that, to go on and prove, as 
we hope conclusively, that the Bible is verily, 
and without doubt, God’s Book and not man’s 
Book. Not only is its object, from end to end, 
to teach that man has proved himself to be 
utterly incapable of saving himself, being so 
sunken in sin, so completely under the control 
of the devil, and unable in his own strength to 
rise to the Divine life; but consider this 
further, that the very tone and conception of 
the Bible is something entirely beyond the con- 
ception of man. Man, by his own intellect 
and power of thought, cannot even think of 
those things which the Bible contains. They 
are altogether beyond his power of conception. 
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To begin with, the great central doctrine, 
the scheme of redemption— 


Tue SACRIFICE OF GopD’s Own SON IN THE 
SINNER’S STEAD. 


What human mind could ever have thought 
out such an idea? And if it were a mere 
human idea, of what benefit could it have ever 
been to mankind? And how could the setting 
down of such a thought, merely of human 
origin, have ever gained such a hold on the 
human heart, or led to such an enormous circu- 
lation as the Bible has now attained ? 
Again, note the very language of the Bible, 
especially the language of prophecy, how it 
towers above everything that has ever been 
written. Whereas man would speak of years 
and months and days, specifying particularly 
when such and such events happened, according 
to the day and the month and the year, God, 
Who is eternal, to Whom time has no limit, 
“to Whom a day is as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day,” speaks in many 
parts of Scripture, especially in the prophetical 
parts, of what is to happen in the last days of 
this our world’s existence, as though those 
events were almost immediately to happen, or 
even already happening. And there is in some 
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parts what seems to us a mixing up of what is 
with what is yet to be ; and this, in its charac- 
ter, is so puzzling that many people, after 
studying the Scripture, and endeavouring to 
understand the meaning of its prophetical 
utterances, lay it down as utterly unintelligible 
and beyond their power to understand. 

Again, it seems to me to prove that the Bible 
is God’s Book and proceeds from God Himself, 
that the whole of it is so complete in itself that 
it does not teach one doctrine in one part and 
another doctrine in another part, but it seems 
to be all honeycombed together with one 
central object manifest throughout it. 

There are, first of all, the five Books of 
Moses. And the five Books of Moses (at the 
very beginning of the Bible) are quoted, more 
or less, in nearly every book that follows—in 
the Psalms and the other poetical books, in 
the prophets, and in the Books of the New 
Testament. There are, indeed, sub-authors cer- 
tainly, but the great Author of all is Almighty 
God Himself. The whole Book—from Genesis 
to Revelation—is framed upon one plan 
throughout. : 

The typical nature of the Holy Volume is 
another proof of the Divine Authorship. Mel- 
chizedek, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Cyrus, and 
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some others, are typical of the Messiah Who 
should come. And great visitations and 
judgments, beside their local interest, are 
typical of the end of the world. God the 
Father Himself, Who had schemed the great 
scheme of redemption, made that great scheme 
known to mankind, by gradually, through the 
medium of types and shadows, preparing their 
minds for the great and heavenly gift which 
was to come, even the gift of a Saviour. And, 
by means of types and shadows, He prepared 
their minds also for the great final judgment. 

Perhaps the greatest proof of all, of the 
Divine Authorship of the Bible, is its power to 
appeal to the heart of man throughout its pages. 
Strange, does it not seem, that words written 
4,000, 5,000, 6,000 years ago should be still 
life-giving words. Dead, indeed, without the 
action of God’s Holy Spirit, but alive and 
powerful if stirred to life by the wonderful 
influence of the Holy Spirit. 

Aye, these words of Scripture have a wonder- 
ful, marvellous power—a marvellous power in 
themselves, apart from any human agency, 
to awaken the soul of man. 

Many instances have there been of the heart 
of man being drawn to God simply through 
reading for himself the written Word, without 
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the aid of any commentary, and without the 
intervention of any human voice. We have 
heard of the first chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans acting in this manner with a Jew. 
To very many the sixteenth verse of the third 
chapter of St. John have been an immediate 
personal blessing. A picture ina picture gallery 
of the Prodigal Son being received, just as He 
was, into His Father’s arms, has led to more 
than one conversion. Many, many instances 
of the marvellous power of the Holy Scriptures 
—of themselves—to change the human heart 
might be adduced. 

We propose now to follow the history of the 
chosen people of God, descendants of Abra- 
ham, not through the Books of Moses, Joshua 
and Judges, the Books of Samuel and the 
Kings, and those of Ezra and Nehemiah, as 
that would take too long and would be beyond 
our purpose, but through the Book of Isaiah, 
the first of the prophets. The Old Testament 
closes with the books of the prophets: the four 
greater prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel: and the twelve minor prophets— 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zecah- 
riah, Malachi, and Isaiah heads the list. 


CHAPTER III 


THE PROPHET ISAIAH 
(Isaiah i.—xxiv.) 


aere meaning of the name Isaiah is Salva- 
tion of Jehovah, and the Book seems 
to be, as it were, an epitome of the entire 
history of the Israelitish race, from their very 
beginning as a separate people, descendants of 
Abraham, on to the present day; yea, even 
beyond the present day on to the end of all 
things. And, within the pages of this wonder- 
ful Book of Isaiah, written 750 years before the 
time of Christ, are contained the first clear 
notices of the expected Messiah, the Anointed 
One, Who was to suffer and eventually to reign. 

To give first a brief idea of what the Book 
contains, and later on we will go more fully 
into it. 

It begins, in the first instance, by showing 
how deeply the chosen people of God had fallen 
away from Him, and how, in consequence, they 
had become so blinded in their minds that they 
could no longer see or understand the Truth. 

22 
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Then, in the very first chapter, comes that 
beautiful, well known verse, so full of love 
and forgiveness, ‘“‘Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
How many a heart has been cheered, how many 
a soul comforted, by this Divine promise— 
a promise not of men but of God! 

Then, in the sixth chapter, we have the 
wonderful vision of the Lord sitting on His 
throne on high, attended by the Seraphim. 

The seventh is a wonderful chapter, fore- 
telling the virgin birth of the Messiah. 

Two more chapters, and the birth of the 
Saviour Child is foretold, the “ Prince of Peace.” 

In the eleventh chapter He is again spoken 
of as “‘ A Branch from the stem of Jesse ” (the 
father of King David). 

Then, inthe following chapters, we have the 
names of Israel’s enemies introduced, and their 
destruction foretold—Babylon, Moab, Tyre, 
Syria, Ethiopia, Egypt—all typical of the 
great enemies of Christianity, which must be 
subdued and destroyed before Christ’s Kingdom 
can be set up in unbroken power. 

In chapter xxvi., verse 4, we have the words, 
“ Trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength.” And in the 
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margin of our Bibles we find that the proper 
rendering of the Hebrew of this last clause 
should be ‘‘ the Rock of Ages,” plainly alluding 
once more to the Messiah, and suggestive of 
that well-known hymn, “ Rock of Ages, cleft 
for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.” 

In chapter xxxii. there is again a_ clear 
reference to the coming Messiah, “‘ A King shall 
reign in righteousness ” ; and verse 2, ““ A man 
shall be as an hiding place from the wind and 
a covert from the tempest.” 

In chapter xxxiv. all the nations of the 
world are summoned to draw near and hearken 
to what is about to happen; and there seem 
to be indications now of some of the signs 
which our Saviour has told us would charac- 
terize the last days of the world’s history: 
“the heavens rolled together as a scroll,’ and 
signs in the sun and in the moon. 

All this goes to prove, I think, that 


THE BIBLE Is Gop’s Book, 


that the whole conception from first to last is 
of Divine origin. 

Chapters xxxviii—xxxvii. are simply repeti- 
tion in Isaiah of the notable events already 
recorded in the Second Book of Kings (chapters 
Xvili.-xx., and 2 Chron. xxxii.), introduced 
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here evidently to show how very reduced were 
the Jewish nation at this time, when so seriously 
threatened by the great Chaldean power. 

Then, in the beginning of chapter xl., comes 
a message of comfort to the chosen people of 
God: ‘Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, 
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare 
is accomplished, that her iniquity is par- 
doned.”’ 

And on to the end of the Book now are 
words of comfort and consolation; while on 
the one hand the greatness of the Almighty 
is set forth in most powerful language, per- 
manent deliverance from all their enemies is 
emphatically promised to the Jewish nation, 
and the final security of their city, Jerusalem, 
is also promised ; not merely now is Jerusalem 
to be protected from the assault of the Chaldean 
power, but is to be preserved in all future time. 
God “‘ has not cast away His people,” and God 
wills not that Jerusalem, their city, shall be 
finally destroyed and obliterated from the face 
of the earth. 

Thus we find the Jews still in the present 
day, numbering some eleven million in popula- 
tion, still preserving their ancient faith, and 
still claiming their descent from Abraham and 
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their ancient city, Jerusalem (although at 
present in enemies’ hands), still preserved. 

Having taken thus a cursory view of what 
this wonderful prophecy of Isaiah contains, let 
us now turn again to the first chapter and 
examine more carefully the chapters, one by 
one, as they proceed, bearing clearly in our 
minds that this Book of Isaiah, occupying as 
it does a central position in Holy Scripture, 
seems to show more clearly, perhaps, than any 
other of the Sacred Books 


THE GREAT OBJECT FOR WHICH THE BIBLE 
¢ 
was WRITTEN, 


that the Bible is not, as we fear many sup- 
pose, a mere collection of human writings of 
ancient date, open to criticism, but that it is 
the very Word of God, given to mankind by God 
Himself, to teach man that true wisdom which 
none but God Himself can know or bestow. 
What human being could ever know, or under- 
stand, or be willing to acknowledge to his fellow- 
beings, the awful power of sin, or the utter 
deceitfulness of the human heart? Yet listen 
to the opening words of |Isaiah, the prophet 
of God, speaking by the Spirit’s influence of 
the chosen people, and confessing what an utter 
failure they had proved themselves to be: 
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“ Hear, O heaven, and give ear, O earth: for 
the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and 
brought up children, and they have rebelled 
against me. The ox knoweth his owner, and 
the ass his master’s crib, but Israel doth 
not know, my people doth not consider. 
Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with 
iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children that 
are corrupters! They have forsaken the Lord, 
they have provoked the Holy One of Israel 
unto anger, they are gone away backward. 
Why should ye be stricken any more? Ye 
will revolt more and more. The whole head 
is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the 
sole of the foot, even unto the head, there is no 
soundness in it, but wounds and bruises and 
putrefying sores: they have not been closed, 
neither bound up, neither mollified with oint- 
ment.” . 

And these God’s people! Those who have 
witnessed the great works of God! Those who 
have been fed with bread from heaven and 
water from the dry rock! How can God con- 
tinue to spare and protect such a people? 
And yet there are the Jews now; God has 
preserved them to this day, eleven million in 
number. And there is Jerusalem, their ancient 
city, still in existence. And these books of 

Cc 
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the prophets are full of promises as to the 
future of this chosen people of God. They are 
to be restored, and the lost portion of their 
nation are to be recovered ; all are to be united 
together again as one people, one nation. And, 
simultaneously with this, they are all to be 
converted to the True Faith, and to become 
one in Jesus Christ; and, eventually, they 
will be the means of bringing the whole world 
to the faith of the Gospel. 

But God works in a different way to that 
in which man works. Man is mortal and works 
after the way of mortals. But God is eternal, 
and His methods are governed by the methods 
of eternity. And even such is the Bible. It is 
God’s Book. The thoughts that it contains 
are God’s thoughts, altogether above and be- 
yond the thoughts of man. 

With great reverence then let us travel on 
through the pages of this Holy Book, Isaiah, 
and let our constant prayer be, ‘‘ That which 
I see not, teach Thou me ” (Job xxxiv. 32). 

In the same first chapter from which we 
have quoted, showing how utterly unworthy 
and degraded the chosen people have become, 
are contained those beautiful, well-known 
words, as we have already noted: ‘‘ Come 
now and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 
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Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” This seems 
to point, in the very first chapter of Isaiah, 
to the Cross of Christ, to denote God’s way, 
God’s only way of salvation, even through the 
sacrifice of His only-begotten Son. And this 
seems to me to bind together in a wonderful 
manner the name of Isaiah with the name of 
the beloved disciple, St. John, to unite thus 
the Old Testament with the New Testament, 
showing that 


THE CENTRAL TEACHING OF THE WHOLE BIBLE 
Is ONE AND THE SAME, 


and consequently must be the Word of God 
Himeelf. 

Is there not a connexion, a marked con- 
nexion, between these words of Isaiah, 
“ Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool,” with that other 
well-known passage in the Gospel of St. John, 
“God so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but should have everlasting 
life”? Do they not both breathe of love— 
Divine love? And do they not also explain 
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one another? And St. John’s Epistle (1 
John i. 7), “‘ The Blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
us from all sin.” And1z John ii. 1: “If any 
man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.”’ 

But let us proceed. We can only refer to 
a few passages, just the principal ones, which 
tell so plainly of the coming Messiah and the 
setting up of His Kingdom upon earth. And 
these we may compare as we go on with the 
Gospel accounts of their fulfilment. Bible 
history ceased after the rejection by the Jews 
of Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah. And 
ever since that time they have been punished 
and scattered, having no home of their own. 
But 


BIBLE HISTORY WILL BEGIN AGAIN 


when the time arrives for the fulfilment of these 
great prophecies; when the Jews shall have 
recovered from their blindness and are led to 
see that the Jesus Whom they crucified was 
indeed the Messiah, through Whose death alone 
their sins could be purged and become “‘ white 
as snow’; and when their brethren, who have 
been so long lost, are recovered, and all are 
united once more as one nation, believing in 
Jesus as their Saviour, and, as the result of 


THE PROPHET ISAIAH 31 


their conversion, acting as His willing and 
enthusiastic agents in carrying the Gospel to 
the whole world—well may this be described 
by St. Paul as “ Life from the dead” (Rom. 
xi. 15). 

~The chapters that follow (chapters ii., ii., 
iv., v.) begin to tell us what is to happen in 
the last days, and are partly quoted from Micah, 
an earlier prophet, and thus showing how 
intimately connected are the words of prophecy 
in many places, honeycombed together. But 
the main point to be observed is that these 
chapters continue the mournful picture of 
Judah’s apostasy and punishment; chapter 
v. especially, in portraying ‘“‘a fruitful vine- 
yard, planted with the choicest vines,” yet 
bearing only wild and worthless grapes. This 
seems almost like a repetition, though in other 
words of chapter i., ‘‘ the whole head sick and 
the whole heart faint”; “I looked that it 
should pene forth grapes, and it brought forth 
wild grapes.” 

Then in chapter vi. we have a grand and 
most impressive picture of “the Lord seated 
on His throne, high and lifted up, and His 
train filled the temple. Above it stood the 
Seraphims (ie., burning ones): each one 
had six wings, with twain he covered his face, 
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and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly.” Not standing on the ground, 
but poised on their wings (as we may imagine), 
and thus encircling the Deity in mid-air: 
‘‘ And one cried unto another and said, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts. The whole 
earth is full of His glory.” 

And now the prophet Isaiah receives his 
commission: “Go and tell this people. Hear 
ye, indeed, but understand not, and see ye, 
indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of 
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and 
shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and understand with 
their heart, and convert and be healed.” 

What a strange commission this! These 
the chosen people of God. And yet their eyes 
blinded, their ears powerless to hear, and their 
heart incapable of understanding. What man, 
what human being, could ever have spoken 
in this way of the chosen people of God? And 
do we not find these very words repeated in 
the Gospels? In Matthew xiii., in Mark iv., 
in Luke viii. In each instance, just after the 
Parable of the Sower. “I speak to them in 
Parables, says our Lord, in answer to His 
disciples’ question, because they seeing see not, 
neither do they understand, and in them is 
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fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith, 
By hearing ye shall hear and shall not under- 
stand, and seeing ye shall see and shall not 
perceive.” 

And now, in the very next chapter (chap. 
vii.), we have intimation of the Saviour’s 
miraculous birth, the virgin birth of Immanuel, 
the Saviour of the world. 


IMMANUEL, GOD WITH US. 


And this is He Whom the Jews, as a people, 
have rejected. And Whom, as a nation, they 
still persist in rejecting: “We will not 
have this Man to reign over us.” “ Crucify 
Him! Crucify Him!” was their cry before 
Pontius Pilate; ‘“Crucify Him! Crucify 
Him!” is still in their hearts the cry. And 
until they cease, and on bended knee pour 
words of soul anguish and ask for forgiveness, 
their punishment, which has already lasted 
more than 1,800 years, must still continue, and 
their city, Jerusalem, “the joy of the whole 
earth,” must remain in the enemies’ hands. 
In the very first chapter of St. Matthew's 
Gospel, on the very first page, in fact, of the 
New Testament, are these words of Isaiah 
repeated (Matt. i. 22-23): “ Now all this was 
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done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold a 
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a Son, and they shall call His name 
Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, is, God 
with us.” 

Two chapters further on we have another 
important notice of the Saviour’s birth, and 
the establishment of His kingdom. 

This ninth chapter of Isaiah is the chapter 
that is always used as the first lesson at morning 
prayer on Christmas Day: “ The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great Light ; 
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the Light shined. 
“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given; and the government shall be upon 
His shoulder; and His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of His government and peace 
there shall be no end upon the throne of David, 
and upon His kingdom to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for ever.”” Remarkable 
words, these, spoken by the prophet 750 years 
before Jesus Christ was born. 

Terrible indeed was the mistake of the Jews, 
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the chosen people, in rejecting Him when He 
came. 


“HE CAME UNTO His OWN, AND HIS OWN 
RECEIVED HIM NOT.” 


All through this Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
are intimations of the coming Messiah, the 
Saviour of the world. 

In the eleventh chapter it is shown plainly 
that in His human ancestry He is to be of the 
royal line of David: ‘‘ There shall come forth 
a rod (shoot) out of the stem of Jesse (father 
of King David), and a Branch shall grow out 
of his roots. And the spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and of 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of fear of 
the Lord; and shall make him of quick under- 
standing in the fear of the Lord.” And note 
here how, as we have said, sometimes the 
prophet of the Lord speaks as though it were 
of but little account what length of time might 
elapse between the fulfilment of his various 
predictions. “ Holy men of. God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” They 
spake as they were taught by God. Himself. 
“With God a day is as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day.” Isaiah is 
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speaking here of the coming of Messiah, of 
the setting up of His kingdom upon earth, 
and of the future condition of the chosen 
people, with the peace and happiness that 
will follow their conversion; years, centuries 
may elapse before all can be fulfilled; but 
what are years and centuries compared to 
eternity ? It is God who is speaking. 

Chapter xii.: “In that day thou shalt say, 
O Lord, I will praise Thee. Behold, God is 
my salvation. I will trust and not be afraid ; 
for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
song. He also is become my salvation.” 

Now follow eleven chapters containing judg- 
ments on the heathen nations that have 
afflicted the chosen people: Babylon, Moab, 
Damascus, Ethiopia, Egypt, Tyre and Sidon. 

Then, the next chapter, the twenty-fourth, 
begins with the words: ‘ Behold, the Lord 
maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, 
and turneth it upside down and scattereth 
abroad the inhabitants thereof.” Note that 
the words employed here to express all this 
desolation are the same as those used in Genesis 
i. 2, where it says that “‘ the earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep.”” It seems therefore to 
suggest 
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A NEw CREATION, 


a new spiritual creation, to be brought about 
in the same manner as was the first, viz., by 
the bringing of light into the midst of a dark 
world, a world darkened by the prevalence 
of sin. ‘“‘ And it shall be, as with the people, 
so with the priest,” that is, the priests have 
corrupted themselves as well as the people. 
All have gone astray. They can no longer 
claim to be God’s chosen people. ‘As with 
the servant, so with his master; as with the 
maid, so with her'mistress ; as with the buyer, 
so with the seller; as with the lender, so with 
the borrower ; as with the taker of usury, so 
with the giver of usury to him. The land 
shall be utterly emptied and utterly spoiled. 
For the Lord hath spoken this word... . 
Because they have transgressed the laws, 
changed the ordinances, broken the everlasting 
covenant, therefore hath the curse devoured 
the earth.” 


CHAPTER IV 


THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 
(Isaiah xxiv.—xli.) 


ES, all things, it would seem, must be made 
new, as in the first days of Creation. 
And these days, as we may believe, have not 
yet come, but are approaching fast. And 
there are already marked signs of their near 
approach. 
_ The Christian Church should indeed be 
warned, lest they also, like the Jews, show 
themselves to be blind and deaf to the marked 
signs which characterize this present day, 
and pass them over as though they were not. 
Surely in these days we should be looking for 
and earnestly praying for the conversion of 
the Jews, God’s ancient people, to Christianity. 
We should also be looking for and expecting, 
and taking real interest in, the subject of the 
identification of the ten lost tribes, who for 
so many centuries have been lost to knowledge. 
These ten lost tribes are men, women and 
children, actually in existence, somewhere. 
38 
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All nations of the world are fairly well known 
in these days. Does it not seem a wonder 
that these ten lost tribes are not yet discovered ? 
A very great deal has been written in the Bible 
about them. Have we yet examined these 
passages? Do we know how very much 
depends upon their identification? But this 
matter we will take up later. Only, let it be 
said here, that surely the wisest course to 
follow in these days is to 


STUDY THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 


seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and believ- 
ing them to be actually and truly the Word 
of God. 

To pass on now to the chapters that follow. 
Note the opening words of chapter xxv.: 
“© Lord, Thou art my God, I will exalt Thee ; 
I will praise Thy name, for Thou hast done 
wonderful things; Thy counsels of old are 
faithfulness and truth.” Hopeful words, these, 
are they not, for the chosen people, even in 
the middle of dire prophecies ? 

This seems to be especially characteristic 
of the prophet Isaiah. Dire prophecies, the 
pouring out of God’s wrath, both upon the 
chosen people’s enemies and even on the chosen 
people themselves; but to the chosen people 


40 THE OBJECT OF THE BIBLE 


there is a tenderness, a father’s love, which 
ever and again breaks forth. ‘‘ He will not 
always chide, neither will He keep His anger 
for ever.”’ Death and destruction to their 
enemies, and punishment for the cruel treat- 
ment with which they have treated the Jews ; 
but forgiveness and restoration promised to 
the chosen people themselves. 

Chapter xxv. 9: ‘It shall be said in that 
_ day, Lo, this is our God. We have waited for 
Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salva- 
tion.”” Does not this remind us of the words 
of the aged Simeon in the Temple, when he 
actually received into his arms the little Babe 
Who was to be the Saviour of the world ? “‘ Lord, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, 
according to Thy word. For mine eyes have 
seen Thy salvation.” It was only Simeon and 
a few others whose eyes at that time were 
opened to recognize the Saviour of the world ; 
but the days will come, the scriptures assure 
us, and these days may be very soon, sooner 
perhaps than we think, when the eyes of the 
Jews as a nation shall be opened, to know the 
fearful mistake they have for so many centuries 
been making, and to receive and believe in 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the world. 
Then shall all these great prophecies be ful- 
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filled, and the darkness, which has held the 
world in gloom for so many ages, shall vanish 
before the light of the Gospel. 

The same subject is continued in the next 
chapter (chapter xxvi.): “‘ Open ye the gates, 
that the righteous nation which keepeth the 
Truth may enter in”; and further comfort for 
the Jewish nation follows: “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
Thee, because he trusteth in Thee ”—Gospel 
sounds, these. ‘“‘ Trust ye in the Lord for 
ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength.” This last clause, as we have already 
noted, may be rendered, “‘ The Rock of Ages.” 

Chapter xxviii.: ‘“‘ Woe to the crown of 
pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose 
glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are 
on the head of the fat valleys of them that 
are overcome with wine.” 

A few words of explanation seem to be 
required here. There were, originally, as we 
know, twelve tribes of Israel, sons of Jacob, 
and the Holy Land was divided among those 
twelve tribes. In the reign of Rehoboam, 
who succeeded King Solomon, they became 
divided into two separate kingdoms, that of 
Judah, the rightful kingdom, whose capital 
continued to be Jerusalem; and that of rebel- 
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lious Israel in the north, whose capital was 
Samaria. There were thus two lines of 
kings. The Samaria kings were Jeroboam, 
Ahab and others, nearly all of them men of 
bad repute and worshipping idols. The Jeru- 
salem kings were Rehoboam, Asa, Hezekiah, 
Josiah and others, some of them good men, 
but others bad. It is an important thing 
to keep these two portions of the chosen people 
separate and distinct, especially in studying 
prophecy. 

The Kingdom of Judah in the present day 
is represented by the Jews, who still, as a people, 
exist and are known. 

The Kingdom of Israel came to an end when 
Samaria, their capital, was destroyed by 
Shalmaneser, King of Assyria, and the people 
of the Northern Kingdom were all carried 
away captive, and have ever since been known 
as 


“THE TEN Lost TRIBES.” 


In Isaiah and some other places, these people 
of the Northern Kingdom are spoken of as 
Ephraim—Ephraim being one of the ten tribes 
and a standard-bearer. In other places they 
are simply spoken of as “ Israel.’’ Israel or 
Ephraim thus represent the ten lost tribes, 
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and Judah the Jews. One of the crowning 
sins of Ephraim, as seen here, was _ its 
drunkenness. 

In this twenty-eighth chapter we have once 
more distinct reference to the coming Messiah 
(verse 16): “‘ Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, 
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure founda- 
tion. He that believeth shall not make haste.” 
With this read our Lord’s words in Matthew 
xxl. 42: “ Jesus saith unto them, Did ye 
never read in the scriptures—The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same is become the 
head of the corner ? ” 

Chapter xxix. begins with a remarkable 
verse, and the introduction of a new name, 
Ariel. Ariel means “‘the Lion of God,” and 
is applied here to the City Jerusalem (Vision 
of Peace). “Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the 
city where David dwelt. Add ye year to year, 
let them kill sacrifices ; yet I will distress Ariel, 
and there shall be heaviness and sorrow; and 
it shall be unto meas Ariel.” Mysterious words 
these, but we must expect such language in a 
book of the prophets. (‘‘ The Lion ’’ was the 
standard of Judah.—Rev. v. 5.) 

The next distinct reference to the coming 


Messiah seems to be in chapter xxxil.: “ Be- 
D 
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hold a king shall reign in righteousness and 
princes shall rule in judgment. And a man 
shall be asan hiding place from the wind and 
a covert from the tempest ; as rivers of water 
in a dry plain, as the shadow of a great rock 
in a weary land.” 

Is there not something remarkable and deeply 
impressive in this repeated reference in Isaiah 
.o the coming Messiah, words uttered more 
than 700 years before He was revealed ?—and 
does it not seem strange that with all these 
many mentions of Him, when He actually 
did come and was born of a virgin, as had 
been so plainly prophesied—His birthplace, 
Bethlehem, also foretold—that His own chosen 
people, who should have been first to welcome 
Him, failed to receive or acknowledge Him 
as the promised Saviour ; and that now, 1,800 
years and more having passed away since 
His birth, they still fail to acknowledge Him ? 

And yet, wonderful to think of, they still 
exist as a people, eleven million and more in 
number, and are occupying the very position, 
as vagrants upon earth, which the Scriptures 
foretold they should occupy—vagrants, wan- 
derers, a despised people—as a punishment 
for their great sin in rejecting Jesus Christ ; 
and the Scriptures tell us also that it is God 
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Who is still preserving them, and that His 
purpose in preserving them is, that eventually 
they shall be restored and forgiven, when they 
have been brought to see and to acknowledge 
their folly and their sin in rejecting the Messiah, 
the Son of God; and that then they shall be 
made the principal means, under God, of pro- 
pagating the Gospel throughout the whole 
world. 

In chapter xxxiv. we seem to have an expan- 
sion of the subject, an appeal that is to all 
the nations of the earth: ‘‘Come near, ye 
nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people ; let 
the earth hear and all that is therein ; the world 
and all that come forth of it. For the indigna- 
tion of the Lord is upon all nations, and His 
fury upon all armies.” That these words. 
apply to the last days, still future, we may, I 
think, gather from the fourth verse: “ All 
the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the 
heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll, 
and all their host shall fall down.” 

This seems to bear out what I have already 
said about Isaiah’s prophecy, that it is the 
voice of the Eternal God speaking, the Eternal 
God, Who knows all from the beginning, 
with Whom a day is as a thousand years and 
a thousand years as one day, Who reckons 
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not by centuries as we do, but can speak of 
the first coming of His Son to die and of 
His Second coming to reign, as separated 
one from the other by such a short period 
as scarcely to be noticed, an infinitesimal space 
as compared to Eternity. 

Yes, this evidently is a great war of the 
future, in which heaven’s armies will combine 
with earth’s armies; and it seems likely that 
already preparations for it are even now being 
made on earth, in a manner that has never 
been seen hitherto, in the vastly increasing 
armies and navies that now exist and are every 
year increasing. It is spoken of in verse 8 as 
the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year 
of recompense for the controversy of Zion. 
It would seem to be the same great world-wide 
battle, here foretold by Isaiah, as that men- 
tioned by the Apostle St. John in his Book of 
the Revelation, under the name of Armageddon, 
All the nations of the world are to be drawn 
into it. 

And here follow, as is so repeatedly the case 
in the prophecy of Isaiah, words of peace and 
blessing. 

Chapter xxxv. 1: “‘ The wilderness and the 
solitary place shall be glad, and the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall 
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-blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with 
joy and singing; the glory of Lebanon shall 
be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and 
Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord 
and the excellency of our God. Strengthen 
ye the weak hands and confirm the feeble 
knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 
Be strong, fear not; behold your God will 
come with vengeance, even God with a recom- 
pense. He will come and save you.... 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads. They shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.” 

These times for the Jewish nation have not 
arrived yet, but I think we have every reason 
to believe that they speedily will arrive. For 
this reason, if no other, let us study God’s 
Holy Scriptures with a greater earnestness 
than we have done hitherto. Let us study 
the holy prophets, and especially this prophecy 
of Isaiah, and let our humble prayer be, 
“That which I see not, teach Thou me.” 

Now follow three chapters which are simply 
history, and seem to be copied by the prophet 
from historical records already in existence, 
events which had taken place in his own day. 
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They are wonderful chapters, telling how 
Sennacherib, King of Assyria, having overcome 
and subdued many cities, came up against 
Jerusalem, expecting to add it to his trophies. 
Hezekiah was king at the time, and he prayed 
unto the Lord, and through his prayers and 
the prayers of other godly people, the threatened 
danger was averted, and in one night the whole 
army of Assyria was miraculously destroyed 
by an unseen hand (Isa. xxxvil. 36 and 2 
Kings xix. 35): ‘‘ The Angel of the Lord went 
forth and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 
a hundred and four score and five thousand ; 
and when they rose early in the morning, be- 
hold, they were all dead corpses.” 

All this is given in detail by Isaiah, evidently 
to impress upon the reader the wonderful care 
of Almighty God for His chosen people, how, 
notwithstanding their many sins He was still 
their Father and Protector, ready at all times 
to listen to them in response to true, earnest 
prayer. 

And now with the fortieth chapter there 
seems to be a change in the tone of Isaiah’s 
prophecies, a greater tenderness than has 
hitherto been shown, and a yet more vivid 
description of the Messiah and the work that 
He was coming on earth todo. We have heard 
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in the earlier chapters of the Messiah’s wondrous 
birth and His human ancestry ; but now, in 
these latter chapters, we are to be plainly told 
of his humiliation, and of “ His being led as a 
lamb to the slaughter.” It is to be intimated 
to us, in prophetic language, that the Messiah 
must die in order for His people to be saved. 

Chapter xl.: “‘ Comfort ye, comfort ye My 
people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably 
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare 
is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double 
for all her sins.” 

And here comes notice of 


THE Lorp’s FORERUNNER, JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


Chapter xl. 3: “‘ The voice of him that crieth 
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord; make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God.” And this message is repeated 
by Malachi, the last of the prophets (Mal. iii. I): 
“Behold, I will send My messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before Me; and the 
Lord Whom ye seek shall suddenly come to His 
temple.” And in all four of the Gospels are 
these remarkable words of Isaiah again re- 
peated, in Matthew iii., in Mark i., in Luke iii., 
and in Johni. In this latter Gospel, John the 
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Baptist’s own words are given: “I am the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness; make 
straight the way of the Lord, as saith the 
prophet Esaias.”’ 

And now follow joyful words, words so 
plain, so full of comfort we would think, to 
the Jewish nation, that we can but wonder 
again at their blindness and their persisting 
to refuse the Saviour. 

Chapter xl. 9: “O Zion, that bringest good 
tidings, get thee up into the high mountain ; 
O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift 
up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold 
your God. Behold the Lord God will come with 
strong hand and His arm shall rule for Him ; 
behold His reward is with Him and His work 
before Him. He shall feed His flock like a 
shepherd; He shall gather the lambs with 
His arm, and shall carry them in His bosom, 
and shall gently lead those that are with 
young.”” O blind Jews, that could read and 
re-read such words as these, and yet refuse to 
receive and welcome and proclaim to the wide 
world your Messiah, the Saviour. 

And now follow some very beautiful, very 
wonderful words, asserting in most impressive 
language 
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THE MAJESTY OF GOD. 


The question is asked (verse 12): “‘ Who hath 
measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
and meted out heaven with the span, and com- 
prehended the dust of the earth in a measure, 
and weighed the mountains in scales and the 
hills in a balance? Who hath directed the 
Spirit of the Lord, or, being His counsellor, 
hath taught Him? Behold, the nations areas 
a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the 
small dust of the balance. Behold, He taketh 
up the isles as a very little thing. All nations 
before Him are as nothing. To whom, then, 
will ye liken God ? ” 

Verse 26: ‘‘ Lift up your eyes on high, and 
behold, Who hath created these things ?”’ 
Verse 27: “‘ Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and 
speakest, O Israel, my way is hid from the 
Lord, and my judgment is passed over from 
my God. Hast thou not known, hast thou not 
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary? There is no searching of 
His understanding. He giveth power to the 
faint ; and to them that have no might He 
increaseth strength.” Verse 31: ‘‘ They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; 
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they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; they 
shall run and not be weary; they shall walk 
and not faint.” 

In the next chapter (chapter xli.) Cyrus, the 
Persian, the deliverer of Israel from Babylon, 
is brought into notice, interesting especially 
as the precursor and ante-type of the Messiah. 
He is called here “ The righteous man from 
the East’; and we know it to be Cyrus by 
chapters xliv. 28 and xlv. 1, where his name 
is given. Cyrus, the Persian king, is a very 
interesting character. Like Abraham, he was 
brought up amid heathen surroundings, and 
yet, like Abraham, he appears to have gained 
a knowledge of the true God, and bent his 
energies to rescue the people of Israel from the 
Babylonish captivity. His name, in ancient 
Persian, means “ The Sun.” 

The chief biblical notices of Cyrus are in 2 
Chronicles xxxvi. and Ezra i. Of these the 
first is as follows: ‘‘ Now in the first year of 
Cyrus, king of Persia ... the Lord stirred 
up the spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia, that he 
made a proclamation throughout all his king- 
dom, and put it also in writing, saying: Thus 
saith Cyrus, king of Persia, All the kingdoms of 
the earth hath the Lord God of Heaven given 
me; and He hath charged me to build Him 
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an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Who is there among you of all His people? 
The Lord His God be with him, and let him 
go up.” 

Here follow the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
relating how the Jews, emancipated by King 
Cyrus, returned from their Babylonian cap- 
tivity and rebuilt their temple and the walls 
of Jerusalem. 

Ezra i. 5 relates how, on hearing the pro- 
clamation of Cyrus, the leading men of Judah 
and Benjamin, with the priests and the Levites 
and all them whose spirit God had raised, arose 
and proceeded to Jerusalem to rebuild the 
house of the Lord which had been destroyed 
by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. King 
Cyrus also brought forth the vessels of the 
house of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar 
had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had 
put them in the house of his false gods. 


CHAPTER V 


THE COMING MESSIAH 
(Isaiah xli.—xlix.) 


URELY all these things were wonderfully 
ordered by God Himself, that Jerusalem 
and the Holy Temple should be destroyed, 
and the people made captive on account of 
their sins, by one heathen king, Nebuchad- 
nezzar; and that later on another heathen 
king, Cyrus, king of Persia, should be so 
stirred by God’s Holy Spirit as, not only to 
give the chosen people their liberty, but to aid 
them in rebuilding their temple and city, 
and even went so far as to restore the holy 
vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had placed in 
his idol buildings back to their rightful place 
in God’s Holy Temple. 

Isaiah, as we have seen, begins in this forty- 
first chapter with Cyrus, “a righteous man from 
the east,’’ but as he proceeds the vista of 
prophecy opens onwards till ‘“ the servant of 
Jehovah ” becomes “the Messiah,” for Whose 
work that of Cyrus was but preparatory. 

54 


THE COMING MESSIAH 55 


The forty-second chapter opens with the 
words : “‘ Behold, My servant, whom I uphold ; 
mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth; I 
have put My spirit upon Him; He shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall 
not cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be 
heard in the street.” Surely this is of God 
Himself, this blending of Isaiah’s prophecy 
with the very words of the Holy Gospel. 

Note this, especially in the next verse: “A 
bruised reed shall He not break, and the smok- 
ing flax shall He not quench; He shall bring 
forth judgment unto truth. He shall not fail 
nor be discouraged till He hath set judgment 
in the earth, and the isles shall wait for His 
law.” 

Compare these words with Matthew xil. 
17-21: ‘“ That it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Behold, 
My servant, whom I have chosen ; My beloved, 
in Whom My soul is well pleased; I will put My 
spirit upon Him, and He shall show judgment 
to the Gentiles. He shall not strive nor cry, 
neither shall any man hear His voice in the 
streets. _ A bruised reed shall He not break, and 
smoking flax shall He not quench, till He shall 
send forth judgment unto victory. And in 
His name shall the Gentiles trust,” 
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In the fifth verse (chap. xlii.) is another 
burst of praise to the Great God, the Creator, 
in Whose hand are all things: ‘‘ Thus saith 
God the Lord, He that created the heavens 
and stretched them out ; He that spread forth 
the earth, and that which cometh out of it ; 
He that giveth breath unto the people upon 
it, and spirit to them that walk therein. I, 
the Lord, have called thee in righteousness, and 
will hold thine hand and will keep thee, and 
give thee for a covenant to the people (i.e., 
Israel), for a light to the Gentiles; to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from 
the prison, and them that sit in darkness out 
of the prison-house. I am the Lord. That 
is My name.” 

Compare this again with the Gospel, our 
Lord’s first sermon in Nazareth (Luke iv. 17): 
“There was delivered unto Him the book of 
the prophet Esaias. And when He had 
opened the book He found the place where it 
was written. The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me because He hath anointed me to preach 
the Gospel to the poor. He hath sent me to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” 

How otherwise can we account for the wonder- 
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ful connexion of Isaiah’s prophecies with the 
words of the Gospel than by the explanation 
that they both spring from the same source, 
that they are both, in fact, of the same author- 
ship, even of Him Who could see all things 
from the beginning, that the Bible is, in fact, 
the very Word of God. And are we not right 
in claiming that the object of the Bible through- 
out is to render to mankind the message that 


JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF Gop, IS THE SAVIOUR 
OF THE WORLD. 


“God so loved the world that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

The forty-third chapter begins with words 
of comfort once more to the chosen people: 
“ But now, thus saith the Lord that created 
thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O 
Israel, Fear not, for I have redeemed thee ; 
I have called thee by My name; thou art 
Mine. When thou passest through the waters 
I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, 
that they shall not overflow thee ; when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee. For I am the Lord Thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, Thy Saviour... . Fear not, 
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for I am with thee ; I will bring thy seed from 

the east and gather thee from the west ; I will 

say to the north, Give up, and to the south, 

Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and 

daughters from the end of the earth, even 

every one that is called by My name.” 
Surely this means 


THE FINAL RESTORATION OF THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE, ISRAEL. 


They are to be restored from the east and 
from the west, from the north and from the 
south. All the descendants of Father Abra- 
ham, the scattered inhabitants of the Holy 
City, Jerusalem, scattered and homeless since 
Jerusalem was taken by the Roman General 
Titus, A.D. 70, and the other ten tribes, who 
have been lost to knowledge since Samaria 
was taken and destroyed by Shalmaneser, 
king of Assyria, 721 years before Jesus Christ 
was born. All are to be found and reunited as 
a people, to become again ‘‘ the chosen people 
of God,” as we are told plainly in Ezekiel. 
XXXvii. 21: “‘I will take the children of Israel 
from among the heathen whither they be gone, 
and will gather them on every side, and bring 
them into their own lan : and I will make 
them one nation, and one king shall be to them 
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all: and they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms 
any more at all.” 

And this kingdom of restored Israel, we 
may judge, is not the little country known as 
Palestine, which would be too small, but is 
to extend, as was originally promised to 
Abraham, from “the river of Egypt” (the 
Nile) “unto the great river, the river Eu- 
phrates ” (Gen. xv. 18). 

We continue now from verse 8 (chap. xliii.) : 
“‘ Bring forth the blind people that have eyes; 
and the deaf that have ears. Let all nations 
be gathered together.” 

Evidently a change, a great change, is at 
hand. God is taking again His people to 
Himself, gathering them from all quarters, 
whither they have been scattered. Now, when 
the time arrives, that they have recognized 
the Messiah as their Saviour: now, that their 
eyes are no longer blind, 


GOD NOW ACCEPTS His CHOSEN PEOPLE AS HIs 
WITNESSES TO THE TRUTH. 


Verse 10: “‘ Ye are My witnesses, saith the 
Lord, and My servant whom I have chosen, 
that ye may know and believe Me and under- 


stand that I am He.” 
E 


60 THE OBJECT OF THE BIBLE 


“ Before Me there was no God formed, neither 
shall there be after Me.” 

These words are indeed wonderful, and they 
seem to correspond with John i. 14: “ The 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.”” And, to continue Isaiah: “I, even 
I am the Lord: beside Me there is no 
Saviour.” And verse 25: “I, even I, am 
He that blotteth out thy transgressions, for 
Mine own sake, and will not remember thy 
sins.” 

Further words of comfort for Israel follow. 
In chapter xliv., verse 3: “I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
dry ground; I will pour My spirit upon thy 
seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring. 
And they shall spring up as among the grass, 
as willows by the water-courses. Fear ye not, 
neither be afraid; have not I told thee from 
that time, and have declared it? Ye are even 
My witnesses.” 

Compare this with Acts i. 8. Jesus, after 
His resurrection, addressing His disciples: 
“Ye shall receive power after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall be 
witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem and in 
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all Judea and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.” 

In verse 23 comes another burst of song: 
“Sing, O heavens, for the Lord hath done it ; 
Shout, ye lower parts of the earth; break 
forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest and 
every tree therein.” 

Why all these songs, this shout of triumph ? 
“For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and 
glorified Himself in Israel.” That is the 
answer. ‘‘ That saith to Jerusalem, Thou 
shalt be inhabited ; and to the cities of Judah, 
Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed 
places thereof.” 

There is something very marked, very in- 
spiring, about all this. The people of Israel, 
God’s chosen ones, after being for so long a 
period a despised and forsaken people, are once 
more to come to life, to enter upon a new phase, 
as believers in and workers for Jesus Christ. 

Yes, andthe next chapter, Isaiah xlv., is all 
for “ Jacob, My servant’s sake, and Israel, 
Mine elect.” Verse 17: “‘ Israel shall be saved 
in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.” 
Verse 25: “‘In the Lord shall all the seed of 
Israel be justified and shall glory.” 

The two next chapters (xlvi. and xlvii.) are 
against the enemies of Israel, Bel and Nebo 
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being two of the principal heathen gods of 
Babylon. ‘‘ Come down, and sit in the dust, 
O virgin daughter of Babylon; sit on the 
ground (as a slave), thou that didst call thyself 
the lady of kingdoms, thou who didst boast 
vainly, ‘I shall be a lady for ever,’ thou who 
art given to pleasure, that sayest in thy heart, 
“I am, and there is none else beside me.’ ”’ 
Babylon, note, is the great representative of 
the heathen power of ancient times, exalted 
with pride, it is to be brought low, with its 
face in the dust. 

Now note how from these forty-fifth and 
forty-sixth chapters, on to the fifty-third 
chapter, the subject continues in the main the 
same: promises of future blessing and pros- 
perity to the Jewish people, God’s chosen ones, 
the subduing and abasement of their proud 
enemies, and the gradual unfolding of God’s 
great message to mankind, which, as we have 
already said, is the great object and the great 
central point of the whole Bible. 


GopD’s GIFT OF A SAVIOUR, GOD’s GIFT OF His 
ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, TO BE THE SAVIOUR OF 
THE WORLD. 


And note how in these chapters that precede 
the fifty-third, God’s marvellous plan of salva- 
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tion is gradually unfolding itself. No man 
could have written these words, for no man 
could even have conceived them. God alone 
could have conceived the plan, and God alone 
could have carried it into effect. 

Chapter xlviii., verse 3: “I have declared 
the former things from the beginning; and 
they went forth out of My mouth, and I showed 
them; I did them suddenly, and they came 
to pass.’ Do not these “ former things ” seem 
to refer to the first days of Creation ? 


ALL CREATION DUE TO Gop HIMSELF. 


“Because I knew that thou (this to the 
Jews) art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron 
sinew, and thy brow brass, I have even from 
the beginning declared it to thee, before it came 
to pass I showed it thee, lest thou shouldest 
say, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven 
image, and my molten image hath commanded 
them. Thou hast heard; see all this and will 
not ye declare it? I have showed thee new 
things from this time, even hidden things, and 
thou didst not know them; they are created 
now, and not from the beginning.” 

What is this new creation but the dawning 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ? 

And then, chapter xlvili. verse 9, there seems 
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to be the reason given why the people of God, 
who have had the mysteries of Creation revealed 
to them from the beginning, are not cut off on 
account of their unfaithful dealing: ‘“‘ For My 
name’s sake will I defer My anger, and for My 
praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee 
not off. Behold, I have refined thee (i.e., the 
Jewish nation), but not with silver (ie., not 
with worldly prosperity) ; I have chosen thee 
in the furnace of affliction. For Mine own 
sake, even for Mine own sake, will I do it ; for 
how should My name be polluted ? and I will 
not give My glory unto another. Hearken 
unto Me, O Jacob, and Israel, My called: I 
am He,}I am the first, I also am the last. . . 
The Lord God and His Spirit hath sent me. . . . 
O that thou hadst hearkened to My command- 
ments, then had thy peace been as a river. 

There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto 
the wicked.” 

Chapter xlix.: “Listen, O isles, unto Me.” 
This call to the isles, which is of such frequent 
occurrence in the prophetic books, may be 
taken literally, or, it seems to me, more likely 
to represent the comparative insignificance 
in size and importance of this whole world. 
“ He taketh up the isles as a very little thing ” 
(Isa. xl. 15). 
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Here follows further reference to the coming 
Messiah, and the blessings which will attend 
His advent. And note that the name Israel 
(meaning the Prince of God) is here applied to 
the Messiah Himself (verse 3): “ Thou art My 
servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
Then follow the words (verse 4): ‘‘ Then I said, 
I have laboured in vain, I have spent my 
strength for naught and in vain.” 

This certainly refers to the rejection of the 
Messiah by the Jewish nation. “He came 
unto His own and His own received Him not.” 

Then comes (verse 6) the call of the Gentiles : 
“ And He said, It is a light thing that thou 
shouldest be My servant to raise up the tribes 
of Jacob and to restore the preserved of Israel ; 
I will also give thee for a Light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest be My salvation unto the 
end of the earth.” 

Here, surely, is 


A SYNOPSIS OF THE WHOLE SCHEME OF 
REDEMPTION. 


Man, as an utter failure, utterly incapable of 
making himself fitted for a heavenly life ; 
then God intervening with the only possible 
means of making human beings fit to enter 
Heaven: His choice of a people for Himself 
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all a failure ; then the sending on earth of His 
own Son to die in the sinners’ stead. Sent 
first to His own chosen people, the Jews, re- 
jected by them, and then sent, as a Light to 
the Gentiles, to carry salvation to the end 
of the earth. 


CHAPTER VI 


A SUFFERING MESSIAH 
(Isaiah xlix.—liii.) 


ND now, with chapter xlix., verse 7, comes 
the first clear intimation that the coming 
Messiah is to be a suffering Messiah. 

Verse 7: “Thus saith the Lord, the 
Redeemer of Israel, and His Holy One, to Him 
Whom man despiseth, to Him Whom the 
nation abhorreth.” 

In reading hurriedly through Isaiah we 
might think that the first allusion to the suffer- 
ings of the coming Messiah are in the well 
known fifty-third chapter. But no, we have 
a distinct allusion to them in this forty-ninth 
chapter, and further allusion in the chapters 
that follow; then in the fifty-third chapter 
comes the climax, ‘‘as a lamb led to the 
slaughter.” 

One would think really that these words of 
Isaiah would strike home to the Jewish heart. 
They profess to be living as a nation, in daily 
expectation of a coming Messiah, and yet they 
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have failed to grasp the fact that He was to 
be a suffering Messiah, “One Whom man 
despiseth, Whom the nation abhorreth.” To 
this truth they are blind, blind, blind, and have 
been resting in their blindness 1,900 years, 
content with being the children of Abraham, 
possessors of God’s own word which was given 
to them of God, that word which contains 
all the great prophecies about the future of 
the nation: and yet they have failed to grasp 
the fact that the promised Messiah was to be 


A SUFFERING MESSIAH, 


“His visage marred more than any man; 
despised and rejected ; a Man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief.” 

Very sad, very, very sad, and very touching 
are the allusions to the sufferings, the ill-treat- 
ment and abuse to which the Divine Saviour 
was subjected by His own people. 

Note further what is said of this suffering 
Messiah. 

Chapter 1. 6: “I gave My back to the 
smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair; I hid not My face from shame 
and spitting.” Compare this with the Gospel 
account of the Crucifixion (Matt. xxvi. 67): 
“Then did they spit in His face, and buffeted 
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Him: and others smote Him with the palms 
of their hands.” And Luke xxii. 63, 64: 
“The men that held Jesus mocked Him and 
smote Him, and when they had blindfolded 
Him they struck Him on the face.” 

In chapter lii. verse 14, then, in further 
allusion to the Messiah’s sufferings and ill- 
treatment: “As many were astonished at 
Thee; His visage was so marred, more than 
any man, and His form more than the sons 
of men.” 

Then, with chapter liii., that chapter which 
is always read in the Christian Church on Good 
Friday, comes the climax—a chapter on 
which the unbelieving Jew may well lay his 
hand and refuse to read. 

“Who hath believed our report? And to 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? ” 

“For He shall grow up before Him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground ; 
He hath no form or comeliness, and when we 
shall see Him there is no beauty that we 
should desire Him.” 

“‘ He is despised and rejected of men; a Man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and 
we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He 
was despised, and we esteemed Him not.” 

Jews! Children of Abraham ! Will ye not 
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believe that this is your Messiah, Whom for 
so many centuries ye have rejected? “Surely 
He hath borne our griefs and carried our sor- 
rows.” Not the sorrows, the griefs of your 
enemies, the Chaldeans, the Assyrians, the 
Egyptians, but your sorrows, your griefs. 
Your rejection of Him is incomprehensible. 

Eleven times in this chapter has Isaiah 
repeated the assertion, that not for His own 
sake has Messiah endured all this shame and 
suffering, but ‘for our sakes,” primarily 
the Jews, the chosen nation, then for the whole 
world. “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son,” gave Him to 
suffer and to die. 

But the Jew still hardens his heart against 
the loving, gentle, forgiving Saviour. ‘‘ We 
be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage 
to any man,”’ is still their proud, contumacious 
reply. And yet are they not slaves ?>—and worse 
than slaves in many of the countries where 
they are now living, homeless, wanderers, 
wanderers on the face of the earth; though 
well-nigh 1,900 years have passed away since 
first they rejected Jesus as their Messiah, since 
the day they made that fatal mistake: “ He 
came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not.” 
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Verse 4: ‘‘ We did esteem Him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted.” 

Verse 5: ‘But He was wounded for our 
transgressions. He was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties. . . . The chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him ; and with His stripes we are healed.” 

O Jews, fall on your knees and acknow- 
ledge your transgression! You may yet rise 
to a new life if you will do so. “ The Lord is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness; He will not always chide, 
neither keepeth He His anger for ever.” 

Verse 6: “All we like sheep have gone 
astray ; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.” 

Verse 7: ‘‘ He was oppressed and He was 
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He 
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He 
openeth not His mouth.” 

And do we not find all this exactly fulfilled 
in the Gospel accounts ? Jesus, standing before 
the high priest, “held His peace ” (Matt. 
xxvi. 63). “When He was accused of the 
chief priests and elders, He answered nothing = 
(Matt. xxvii. 12). 

When Pilate, the judge, impatiently asked, 
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‘“Hearest Thou not how many things they 
witness against Thee ?’’ He answered never 
a word (Matt. xxvii. 14). And St. Peter, in 
his Epistle (1 Pet. ii. 23) bears witness of Him, 
‘‘ Who when He was reviled, reviled not again ; 
when He suffered, He threatened not.” 
Verse 8 tells us plainly—listen, O ye Jews, 
ye people of the chosen nation—“ For the 
transgression of My people was He stricken.” 


WHAT WORDS COULD BE PLAINER THAN THESE ? 


Verse g: ‘“‘He made His grave with the 
wicked.”’ Note that the cross which bore the 
Saviour of the world was erected between two 
other crosses, each of which bore a malefactor, 
who was crucified on account of his evil life ; 
one of these two thieves, hanging on the cross, 
exclaimed, ‘‘ We indeed are suffering justly, 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds, but 
this Man hath done nothing amiss” (Luke 
Xxill. 41). 

Verse g: “‘ And with the rich in His death.” 
How wonderfully, too, is this prophecy fulfilled ! 
“When the even was come there came a rich 
man of Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 
himself was Jesus’ disciple ; he went to Pilate 
and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
commanded the body to be delivered.” 
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Verse 10: ‘It pleased the Lord to bruise 
Him: He hath put Him to grief.” 

All this was ordered of Almighty God, thus 
bearing out that other well-known passage : 
“God so loved the world that He gave His 
only-begotten Son.” 

Chapter liii., verse 10: ‘‘ When thou shalt 
make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see 
His seed.” His seed! May there not be 
some deep, hidden meaning in this? 

As Christians, as members of the Christian 
Church, we are perhaps apt too readily to take 
these words of Isaiah all to ourselves: “ He 
hath borne our griefs, owr sorrows ; He was 
wounded for our transgressions, bruised for 
our iniquities.”’ 

But do not let us forget that Isaiah was a 
Jewish prophet, addressing a Jewish people, 
God’s chosen nation, the Jews of the royal 
tribe of Judah, who still exist, and the other 
descendants of Israel, who are still known to 
God, though lost to man ; and the words above, 
“ He shall see His seed,” it seems to me may 
have, and probably have, a more wonderful 
and deeper significance than at first sight 
appears. 

‘God hath not cast away His people whom 
He foreknew ” (Rom. xi. 2). 
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Our Saviour dying on the cross, yielding 
His soul, His life, an offering for sin, could 
“see His seed.”’ ‘‘ He shall prolong His days, 
and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
His hand.” 

It seems to me there is a deep meaning in 
all this. 

Bible history begins virtually (as we have 
suggested) with the call of Abraham, and the 
selection by Almighty God of his descendants 
to be a chosen people, a nation selected and 
called apart from all the other nations of the 
world to be His special servants, His “‘ angels ” 
upon earth, as it were, to make His name 
known, known mainly, through His Written 
Word, the Bible, which He committed to their 
special charge. Now it seems to be only 
natural, and in every way probable, that our 
Saviour’s first thought in yielding up His life 
on the cross was for His own chosen people, 
the nation of Israel. ‘‘ He shall see His seed,” 
lost to man, but known to God, dead but alive 
again; ‘‘ He shall prolong His days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hands.” 

And in connexion with this, what do we 
think can be the meaning of the opening 
words of the next chapter, chapter liv. >—words 
of joy and blessing, breaking out again just 
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after the sad, sad chapter of our Blessed 
Saviour’s sufferings. This wonderful account, 
related so fully by the prophet Isaiah, 750 
years before it actually occurred. 

Isaiah liv. 1: “Sing, O barren, thou that 
didst not bear; break forth into singing, and 
cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with 
child ; for more are the children of the desolate 
than the children of the married wife, saith 
the Lord.” 

Did it ever occur to us that those who are 
called “to break forth into singing” in this 
fifty-fourth chapter may be the ten lost tribes 
of Israel? Recovered, found again in God’s 
good providence, and doing God’s work in the 
world, acknowledging and proclaiming the 
Saviour in a way that the Jews have refused 
to do. 

“More are the children of the desolate than 
the children of the married wife, saith the Lord.” 

We propose now to say just a few words on 
this interesting subject, just a few words only, 
leaving the fuller discussion of the subject to 
a later page. 

It surely must have occurred to many that 
with so many great and unlooked for occur- 
rences taking place in these days, the time 


must be drawing near for 
F 
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THE RECOVERY OF THE TEN Lost TRIBES OF 
ISRAEL. 


There is a great movement, as we know, 
going on among their brethren, the Jews, and 
has been going on for the last twenty years 
or more, indications that ere long they will be 
once more inhabiting their own land. Surely, 
therefore, it cannot be out of place to inquire 
whether or no there are at present any evidences 
of the identification of any nation of the world 
with the ten lost tribes of Israel. That they 
are to be found identified there can, I think, 
be no question. That is among those who 
have at all studied the Holy Scripture. Even 
in this fifty-fourth chapter of Isaiah it seems 
to be most clearly indicated; and there are 
many, many other passages to corroborate it. 

Verse 3: ‘“‘ Thou shalt break forth on the 
right hand and on the left ; and thy seed shall 
inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate 
cities to be inhabited.” 

Now, it cannot be said of the Jews that 
their seed have inherited the Gentiles or made 
the desolate cities to be inhabited. Look at 
their history since Jerusalem was destroyed 
by Titus. The curse of God seems to have 
rested upon them wherever they have wan- 
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dered ; they have been driven from city to 
city, and from nation to nation, and have found 
no rest for the sole of their foot. But with 
the ten tribes it has been entirely different. 
If we will only study prophecy, we shall find 
that even so from the first it was prophesied 
they were not to become the weakest of the 
nations, but the greatest ; and it was said that 
no sword raised against them should ever 
prosper. 

If, then, they are at any time to be dis- 
covered, and it is certainly foretold very plainly 
that they shall be discovered, they must be 
sought for, not among the weak nations upon 
earth, but among the strongest. 


CHAPTER VII 


“ BREAK FORTH INTO SINGING ” 
(Isaiah liv.—lix.) 


OTE further what is said in this fifty- 
fourth chapter. The story of the Mes- 
siah seems to have culminated in chapter lii. 
And in this, the very following chapter, the 
prophet’s audience is bid to break forth into 
singing : ‘Sing, O barren, thou that didst 
not bear, for more are the children of the deso- 
late than the children of the married wife, 
saith the Lord.” 

While the Jews as a people have all these 
centuries past been as a fruitless branch, a 
vine bearing little worthless grapes, foolishly 
priding themselves on being the children of 
Abraham, yet neglecting to do the work which 
God had intended them to do, acting against 
God instead of for Him, have there not at the 
same time in God’s providence arisen a people 
who have taken in hand the work which the 
Jews have neglected and even opposed? Has 
not Almighty God, in His wonderful providence, 
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raised up another nation, a nation which has 
seemed hitherto to be another, but which God, 
in His eternal purposes, may, eventually, prove, 
clearly and irrefutably prove, in His own time, 
and in His own way, to be 


THE ORIGINAL CHOSEN NATION OF ISRAEL. 


This is all that we will say at present on this 
great subject. On a later page we will take 
it up again to go more fully into it. We simply 
introduce it now, so that, as we proceed on 
with the remaining chapters of Isaiah, we may 
be better understood in our occasional refer- 
ences to it. 

The Jews, be it understood clearly, are the 
remnant that is left of the two tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin, and of the priestly tribe of 
Levi, and are now about eleven million in 
number, scattered among the nations of the 
world, principally in Russia and Austria, many 
in England and America and other parts of the 
world: and are making a movement at the 
present time for their restoration to the land 
of their fathers, Palestine. And the ten lost 
tribes, who have been unknown to mankind, 
but known to God, since they were carried 
away into Media 720 years before Christ was 
born, are remnants of the tribes of Reuben, 
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Simeon, Issachar, Zebulon, Dan, Naphtali, 
Gad, Asher and the two sons of Joseph, Ephraim 
and Manasseh. 

The Jews, be it borne in mind, were those 
to whom Jesus Christ “‘ came and they received 
Him not,”’ but met Him with the cry, “ Crucify 
Him, crucify Him.” 

The ten lost tribes were at that time lost, so 
had nothing to do with the rejection of the 
Saviour, nothing to do with His crucifixion. 

Chapter liv. This chapter, it will be noticed, 
is very joyful in its tone throughout. It begins 
with a call to song, and seems to be all about 
enlarging the place of the tent, lengthening 
the cords and strengthening the stakes, thus 
giving the idea at once of the spread of Chris- 
tianity, the terms being frequently made use 
of in connexion with missionary work in foreign 
fields. 

“For thou shalt break forth on the right 
hand and on the left; and thy seed shall 
inherit the Gentiles and make the desolate 
cities to be inhabited. Fear not, for thou 
shalt not be ashamed; neither be thou con- 
founded ; for thou shalt not be put to shame : 
for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth 
(i.e., when in the early days thou didst turn 
from the worship of the true God, to give 


“ BREAK FORTH INTO SINGING” 81 


thine honour to worthless idols), and shalt 
not remember the reproach of thy widowhood 
any more. For thy Maker is thy Husband, 
the Lord of Hosts is His name.’ Jesus Christ, 
the Mediator between God and man, has 
brought thee back to God, has taught thee to 
call God Father. “‘ He is thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel; the God of the whole 
earth shall He be called. For a small moment 
have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies 
will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid 
my face from thee for a moment; but with 
everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, 
saith the Lord, thy Redeemer. For this is 
as the waters of Noah unto Me: for as I have 
sworn that the waters of Noah should no 
more go over the earth, so have I sworn that 
I would not be wroth with thee nor rebuke 
thee. For the mountains shall depart and 
the hills be removed; but my kindness shall 
not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant 
of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that 
hath mercy on thee.” 

And now the next few verses of this chapter 
seem, may we not say, to take in the whole of 
the twelve tribes. God’s mercy is upon the 
whole nation of Israel. His wrath has been 
on them for their sins, chiefly on the great sin 
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of the Jews for rejecting and crucifying His own 
beloved Son; but even for this, their great 
sin, they may claim His forgiveness. Even 
on the cross Jesus prayed that they might be 
forgiven: “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” 

The loving Father’s ultimate intention in 
regard to Israel is that they shall 


ALL BE UNITED ONCE MORE : 


the lost tribes, who took no part in the 
Crucifixion, and the tribes who did take part 
in that terrible act, that they shall all eventually 
become united once more, and together join 
in the great song of Heaven: “ Praise to the 
Lamb: Thou art worthy, for Thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation ; and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth. ... Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever ” 
(Rev. v. 9, 13). 

May we not claim that the last few verses 
of chapter liv. and the whole of chapter lv. 
are especially for the whole nation of Israel, 
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and through them words of blessing and of 
peace for the whole world. 

We will not take up space by entering them 
all here, but just give a few words or verses 
only. 

Chapter liv., verse 11: “‘O thou afflicted, 
tossed with tempest, and not comforted, be- 
hold I will lay thy stones with fine colours, and 
lay thy foundations with sapphires.” 

Verse 13: ‘‘ And all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord; and great shall be the 
peace of thy children.” 

Verse 14: ‘In righteousness shalt thou be 
established.” ; 

Verse 17: “No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper.” 

Chapter lv. verse 1: “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he that 
hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk, without money and 
without price.” 

Verse 3: “Incline your ear and come unto 
me; hear, and your soul shall live; and I 
will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David.” 

Verse 6: ‘‘ Seek ye the Lord while He may 
be found. Call ye upon Him while He is near.” 

Verse g: ‘‘ As the heavens are higher than 
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the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Verse 11: ‘‘So shall My word be that 
goeth forth out of My mouth; it shall not 
return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in 
the thing whereto I sent it.” 

Verse 12: “For ye shall go out with joy, 
and be led forth with peace . . . and it shall 
be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting 
sign that shall not be cut off.” 

Even such shall be the progress of Chrisi’s 
Kingdom, the beginning of Messiah’s reign. 

Already, we may believe, these things have 
begun, as evidenced by the missionary work 
now going on among the heathen, which has 
so marvellously increased within the last hun- 
dred years, but which we may well believe 
will still more marvellously increase when the 
Jews have been led as a nation to acknowledge 
the Messiah, and when once, in the providence 
of God, the ten lost tribes of Israel are found, 
publicly acknowledged and reunited with their 
brethren as followers of Jesus Christ. 

Then may we expect a literal fulfilment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy: ‘“‘ The earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.’’ And as St. Paul says (Rom. 
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xi. 15), this marvellous increase of missionary 
work shall be as “life from the dead.” 

Chapters lvi., lvii., lviii., lix. appear to turn 
aside from the grand prophecies that we have 
been lately considering, back to the people of 
Isaiah’s own time. 

Having set before them the glories of the 
Messiah’s kingdom, the prophet proceeds now 
to warn them once more of the dangers with 
which they are especially beset under their 
present circumstances, and to remind them of 
the terms of the covenant into which they 
have entered. 

Chapter lvi. is about keeping holy the Sabbath 
Day, and the prophet is very emphatic about 
this. 

We are apt to forget, even in these days, 
how very constantly, throughout Scripture, 
is repeated the law of the Sabbath— 


ONE DAY IN SEVEN TO BE KEPT Hoty TO Gop. 


The law of the Sabbath is the oldest law in 
existence, older by upwards of 2,000 years 
than the Ten Commandments. 

“God blessed the seventh day and sancti- 
fied it, because that in it He had rested from 
all His work which God created and made.” 

The fourth law of the Decalogue, given us 
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in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, is not a 
new law, but the repetition of an old law that 
had been many centuries in existence, begin- 
ning with the word ‘‘ remember ”—‘‘ Remem- 
ber the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” 

Here in this chapter we are told, “ Blessed 
is the man that doeth this, and his son that 
layeth hold on it: that keepeth the Sabbath 
from polluting it.” 

God’s temple, in this chapter, is called the 
House of Prayer (twice repeated in verse 7), 
just as Jesus our Saviour named it, “‘ My 
house shall be called of all nations the House 
of Prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves ”’ 
(Mark xi. 17). ; 

The keeping of the Sabbath Day holy was 
the solemn token of the covenant existing 
between God and man, and that has never 
been abrogated. 

Note the words in the last verse of chapter 
lix., which seem to be a summing up of this 
section of the four chapters, lvi., lvii., Iviii., 
lix. 

“As for Me, this is My covenant with them, 
saith the Lord: My Spirit that is upon thee, 
and My words which I have put in thy mouth, 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of 
the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of 
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thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from hence- 
forth and for ever.” 

A great change seems at this period to have 
come over the Israelitish nation; they seem 
no longer to be given over to idolatry. Rather, 
they are priding themselves on their study of 
the Scriptures and on attending the public 
services; and this very fact seems to have 
brought them face to face with a new danger, 
that of mere formalism in God’s worship. 

Chapter Ivili., verse 2, says of the Jews: 
“ They seek Me daily, and delight to know My 
ways, as a nation that did righteousness and 
forsook not the ordinances of their God.” 

But Almighty God hates all false worship. 
“ God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him 
must worship Him in spirit and in truth” 
(John iv. 24). 

Here follow notable words, defining the 
nature of religious fasting, as it is acceptable 
to God, and as it is not acceptable to God. 

“Ts it a day for a man to afflict his soul ? is 
it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to 
spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt 
thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day 
to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I have 
chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, 
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
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oppressed go free, and that ye break every 
yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the 
hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are 
cast out to thy house? when thou seest the 
naked, that thou cover him; and that thou 
hide not thyself from thine own flesh ?> Then 
shall thy light break forth as the morning, and 
thine health shall spring forth speedily: ... 
and if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, 
and satisfy the afflicted soul, then shall thy 
light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be 
as the noonday; and the Lord shall guide 
thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in 
drought, and make fat thy bones; and thou 
shalt be as a watered garden, and like a spring 
of water whose waters fail not.” 

And the last part of the chapter has a 
word again about keeping the Sabbath Day 
holy. 

Verse 13: “If thou turn away thy foot from 
the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My 
holy day ; and call the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honourable; and _ shalt 
honour Him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
thine own words, then shalt thou delight thy- 
self in the Lord.” These are the words of the 
covenant, the solemn covenant between God 
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and man. And, neglecting them, what can 
man expect of peace with God? 

This has been the sin of the Jews, and we 
know what it has led to in their case. 

Chapter lix. verse 8: “‘ The way of peace 
have they not known; and there is no judg- 
ment in their goings; they have made them 
crooked paths. Whosoever goeth therein shall 
not know peace.” 

Verse 10: ‘‘ We grope for the wall like the 
blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: 
we stumble at noonday as in the night; we 
are in desolate places as dead men.” 


THE JEWS ARE OUR WARNING. 


Every day they are a warning to us. 

Oh, the peril and the danger of in any way 
departing from God. We are'acovenant people, 
even as they: Christ has died for us, and we 
are bound to Christ, the Captain of our 
salvation. 

“This is My covenant,” saith the Lord, 
“‘ My spirit that is upon thee, and My words 
that I have put in thy mouth shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from hence- 
forth and for ever.” 
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We come now to the sixtieth chapter of 
Isaiah, and it is a glorious chapter. 

All, indeed, of the last six chapters are 
glorious. It has been God’s doing, placing 
the prophecy of Isaiah in the very middle of 
the Bible to take the lead in the wonderful 
books of prophecy. So wonderful in its con- 
struction, so full in its meaning, preparing the 
world for the coming of the Saviour at His 
first advent, and giving us a glimpse of the 
future glories that are yet to come. 


CHAPTER VIII 
‘ ARISE, SHINE ”’ 
(Isaiah, lx.-lxiv.) 


HAPTER lx.: “Arise, shine; for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee.” 
Wonderful! Wonderful! Wondrous event ! 


Tue SON OF GOD IS COME. 


‘“‘ The Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us. And we beheld His glory, the glory as 
of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth” (John i. 14). 

Blind, blind Jews, that could not have faith 
to believe that this is the expected Messiah ; 
that have gone on well-nigh 1,900 years, 
enduring frightful persecutions, driven from 
country to country, destitute, homeless, and 
yet refusing to accept Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
the Saviour of the world ! 

Verse 2: ‘‘ For behold, the darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people.” 

Such would be the condition of things when 
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the little Babe, the Saviour of the world, was 
born at Bethlehem. Gross idolatry prevailing 
amid the nations; and the chosen people, 
who should have been His witnesses, content 
with a mere formal temple worship, glorying 
in their outward acts of devotion, and on being 
the children of Abraham, but turning away 
from Him Who had come to be their Saviour. 


THis TERRIBLE DARKNESS THE SAVIOUR HAD 
COME TO DISPEL. 


“The Lord shall rise upon thee, and His 
glory shall be seen upon thee.”’ As St. John 
says (chap. i., verses 5 and 11): “ The Light 
shineth in darkness, and the darkness com- 
prehended it not; He came unto His own, 
said John the Baptist, and His own received 
Him not ;”’ and verse 34: ‘I saw and bare 
record that this is the Son of God.” 

Verse 3: “‘ And the Gentiles shall come to 
Thy light and kings to the brightness of Thy 
rising.” 

All this was literally fulfilled, was it not, 
by the arrival of the wise men from the east, 
crying, “Where is He that is born King of 
the Jews ; for we have seen His star in the east, 
and have come to worship Him ” (Matt. ii. 3). 

And here, as is so often the case in the 


“ ARISE, SHINE” 93 


prophecy of Isaiah, the scene seems gradually 
to shift from the period of our Saviour’s first 
coming to that of His second coming, at the 
end of time, reminding us that this Bible is 
God’s Book, not the word of man, but the 
word of God Himself, with Whom “a day is 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day.” 

Verse 4: “ Lift up thine eyes round about, 
and see: all they gather themselves together, 
they come to Thee ; Thy sons shall come from 
far, and Thy daughters shall be nursed at Thy 
side.” 

Can this mean the recognition of the tribes 
of Jacob, ten in number, who have been for 
so long a period lost to their brethren, the 
Jews ? 

Verse 5: “‘ Then thou shalt see, and flow 
together, and thine heart shall fear and be 
enlarged ; because the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted unto Thee, and the forces 
(otherwise wealth) of the Gentiles shall come 
unto Thee.” Evidently great and important 
changes taking place in the world. 


AND MAY NOT THIS WONDERFUL PERIOD BE 
ALREADY BEGINNING ? 


Things seem to be tending toward the 


94 THE OBJECT OF THE BIBLE 


development of God’s ancient city, Jerusalem. 

Verse 10: “‘ The sons of strangers shall build 
up thy walls and their kings shall minister 
unto thee. Thy gates shall be open con- 
tinually ; they shall not be shut day nor 
night.” 

Verse 14: ‘“ And they shall call Thee the 
City of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of 
Israel.” 

And with all these marvellous changes, 
evidently the Jews as a nation are converted 
(probably simultaneously) to Christianity. 

Verse 16: ‘‘ And thou shalt know that I 
the Lord am Thy Saviour and Thy Redeemer, 
the mighty God of Jacob.” 


AND NOW FOLLOWS THE REIGN OF PEACE 
(PROBABLY THE MILLENNIUM). 


Verse 18: “‘ Violence shall no more be heard 
in Thy land, wasting nor destruction within 
Thy borders; but Thou shalt call Thy walls 
Salvation and Thy gates Praise.” 

Verse 19: ‘‘ The sun shall be no more thy 
light by day, neither for brightness shall the 
moon give light unto thee: but the Lord shall 
be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy 
God thy glory.” 

So very similar are these words in this and 
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the following verses to St. John’s description 
of the New Jerusalem.in the Book of the 
Revelation, that we cannot but feel that 
they carry us on to the last days. 

The next chapter, Isaiah 1xi., contains words 
used almost word for word by Jesus Christ 
Himself, in preaching His first sermon in the 
synagogue of Nazareth: “ The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me ; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek ; He hath sent Me to bind up the broken- 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound, to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all that mourn, to appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness; that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that 
He might be glorified.” 

How sweet and beautiful are these words, 
spoken of the Messiah that should come— 
words applied by His own lips to Himself : 
“ The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me ; because 
He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to 
the poor ; He hath sent Me to heal the broken- 
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hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” And then, 
closing the Book, He added, “‘ This day is this 
Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 

It was to the Jews that the Saviour spake 
these words—words taken from their own 
prophet, Isaiah, out of their own Scripture. 
Yet they failed to recognize Him as the Messiah. 
Even that same day they tried to kill Him. 

Chapter lxii. commences with the words: 
“ For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake will I not rest.” This is 
particularly noticeable now, and on to the end 
of the Book it is all “‘ for Zion and Jerusalem.” 

Verse 4: “‘ Thou shalt no more be termed 
Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more 
be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called 
Hephzibah (my delight is in her), and thy 
land Beulah (married): for the Lord delighteth 
in thee, and thy land shall be married.” 

Verse 12: “ And they shall call them, The 
holy people, The redeemed of the Lord; and 
thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not 
forsaken.” 

Then chapter lxiii., beginning with: ‘“‘ Who 
is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 


“ ARISE, SHINE ” 97 


garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious 
in His apparel, travelling in the greatness of 
His strength ? ”’ 

Who can this be but once more the Messiah, 
the same suffering Messiah as in chapter liii. ? 
“JT, that speak in righteousness, mighty to 
save.” 

Verse 3: ‘I have trodden the winepress 
alone ; and of the people there was none with 
Me.” 

Hear the cry of the Saviour from the Cross, 
that bitter, bitter cry of desolation (Mark 


XV. 34) :— 


“My Gop, My Gop, Wuy Hast THOU 
FORSAKEN ME?” 


“Ts it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto 
My sorrow ? ” 

And yet the Jews turn away. They will 
not recognize the Saviour. In all their afflic- 
tion He was afflicted, and the Angel of His 
Presence saved them; in His love and in His 
pity He redeemed them; and He bare them 
and carried them all the days of old ”’ (verse 9). 

May the day soon come when this terrible 
hardness of heart on the part of the Jewish 
nation may be removed ; when the spirit of false 


98 THE OBJECT OF THE BIBLE 


pride may be broken down; and in deep 
humility the chosen people may sue for pardon, 
for their great sin in crucifying the Son of God, 
Who died to save the world. 

Well may the next chapter begin with the 
words :— 

Chapter Ixiv.: “Oh, that Thou wouldest 
rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come 
down, that the mountains might flow down at 
Thy presence.” 

Isaiah, after all, was but a man, a human 
being, and it would seem as if he were unable 
longer to contain himself. His spirit utterly 
broken down at the thought of the utter way- 
wardness of mankind, and especially the Jews, 
God’s people, in rejecting the great offer of 
God for man’s redemption, the giving to the 
world of 


His OWN BELOVED SON, TO BE THE SAVIOUR. 


“Oh, that Thou wouldest rend the heavens, 
that Thou wouldest come down.” That man, 
foolish man, exalted in his senseless pride, 
might learn once and for all with Whom he is 
contending. ‘“‘ That the nations may tremble 
at Thy presence.” 

Verse 4: “‘ For since the beginning of the 
world men have not heard, nor perceived by the 
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ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside 
Thee, what He hath prepared for him that 
waiteth for Him.” 

And Jesus Christ, the Saviour, seems to 
take up the same strain, in His words to His 
disciples, the night before He suffered: “In 
My Father’s house are many mansions ; if it 
were not so I would have told you; I go to 
prepare a place for you” (John xiv. 2). 

“‘ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love Him.” 

Man, sin-laden man, to presume to contend 
and argue with his Maker. 

Verse 5: “Behold, Thou art wroth ; for 
we have sinned.” 

“We are all as an unclean thing, and all 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags: and we 
all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, have taken us away.” 

Verse 8: ‘‘ But now, O Lord, Thou art our 
Father ; we are the clay, and Thou our potter, 
and we all are the work of Thy hands.” 


CHAPTER IX 


‘“ FOUND OF THEM THAT SOUGHT ME NOT” 
(Isaiah 1xv.~lxvi.) 


HAPTER lIxv.: “I am sought of them 
that asked not for Me; I am found of 
them that sought Me not.” 

We cannot think that, as generally inter- 
preted, this means the expansion of Christianity 
in the Gentile world, to the exclusion of the 
chosen people of God. 

With all these repeated expressions of God’s 
long-suffering mercy to His originally chosen 
people, the descendants of Abraham, and the 
constantly repeated promises of their final 
restoration and reunion once more as the 
people of God, it surely cannot mean this. 

Rather, the simplest interpretation of the 
words would seem to be that this is the coming 
to life once more of the ten lost tribes of Israel. 

“T am sought of them that asked not for 
Me; I am found of them that sought Me not.” 

Here is a nation arisen among the nations 
of the world, who, unknown to themselves, 
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have been called of God to do His will, and 
carry forward that work which the Jews, God’s 
chosen people, have refused to do. 

““T am found of them that sought Me not. 

I said, Behold Me, behold Me, unto a 
nation that was not called by My name.” 

And these words that follow, are they not 
wonderfully descriptive of the Jews as a nation, 
as they now stand? 

Verse 2: “‘I have spread out My hands all 
the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh 
in a way that was not good, after their own 
thoughts ; a people that provoketh me to anger 
continually to my face.” 

“Which say, Stand by Thyself, come not 
near to me; I am holier than Thou.” 

All this latter part of chapter Ixv., it seems 
to me, has to do with 


THE REVIVAL OF THE TEN Lost TRIBES, 


especially, perhaps, in connexion with verse 8, 
in which it seems scarcely fanciful to connect 
the idea of the “‘ new wine found in a cluster ”’ 
with Jacob’s blessing on his son Joseph (Gen. 
xlix. 22): ‘‘ Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a 
fruitful bough by a well, whose branches run 
over the wall.” 

Here in Isaiah Ixv. verse 8, one is represented 
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as saying: ‘‘ Destroy it not (that is the cluster 
of grapes) ; for a blessing is in it: so will I do 
for My servants’ sake, that I may not destroy 
them all. And I will bring forth a seed out of 
Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of My 
mountains.” 

We have already mentioned that in the 
prophetic books ‘“‘ Ephraim ” often stands for 
the ten lost tribes of Israel. We must bear 
in mind that Joseph was the father of Ephraim 
and Manasseh; and the blessing pronounced 
by Jacob on his son Joseph would thus affect 
the future of his two sons. Now this, according 
to Genesis xlix. 22-26, was the blessing pro- 
nounced upon Joseph ; and a very remarkable 
blessing it is, if taken in connexion with the 
probability that these ten lost tribes may 
prove to be one of the greatest nations now in 
existence. 

““ Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful 
bough by a well, whose branches run over 
the wall: the archers have sorely grieved him 
and shot at him and hated him, but his bow 
abode in strength, and the arms of his hands 
were made strong by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob (from thence is the Shepherd, 
the Stone of Israel) ; even by the God of thy 
father, Who shall help thee; and by the 
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Almighty, Who shall bless thee with blessings 
of heaven above, blessings of the deep that 
lieth under, blessings of the breasts and of 
the womb: the blessings of thy father have 
prevailed above the blessings of My progenitors 
unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills ; 
they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the 
crown of the head of him that was separated 
from his brethren.’ 
Surely this is 


A STRANGE AND WONDERFUL BLESSING 
PRONOUNCED UPON JOSEPH. 


And there seems to be a very deep meaning in 
it all. Even Judah, from whom sprang the 
royal line, does not receive so full or so exte nsive 
a blessing as this bestowed upon Joseph. 

It is notable that Jacob’s stone, of which so 
much has been written, and which is believed 
by many to be now resting in Westminster 
Abbey, is here mentioned as having been com- 
mitted to the special guardianship of Joseph 
and his successors. 

Then, turning to the Jews (verse 11) the 
prophet adds: “‘ But ye are they that forsake 
the Lord, that forget My holy mountain... . 
When I called ye did not answer ; when I spake 
ye did not hear; but did evil before my eyes, 
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and did choose that wherein I delighted not. 
Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, Behold, 
My servants (the new nation of verse 1) shall 
eat, but ye (who have forsaken the Lord, verse 
11) shall be hungry: behold, My servants 
shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, 
My servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be 
ashamed: behold, My servants shall sing for 
joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of 
heart.” 

Chapter Ixvi. This chapter seems to picture 
the last days, the end of all, and may be com- 
pared with the final chapters of the Book of 
the Revelation. It begins: ‘‘ Thus saith the 
Lord, the heaven is My throne, and the earth 
is My footstool: where is the house that ye 
build unto Me? and where is the place of My 
rest? For all those things hath Mine hand 
made, and all those things have been, saith 
the Lord.” 

The world and the government of the world 
is now over, The experiment has been tried. 
It has been proved, proved conclusively, that 
man, in his own strength, and governed by 
his own wisdom, is a failure, an utter failure. 
God has been obliged to step in with 


THE GIFT OF His Own Son. 
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But the people whom He selected in the first 
instance to be His own chosen people, and to 
minister to Him on earth as the angels do in 
heaven, to extend the kingdom of His Son, 
have also proved a failure, an utter failure. 
Ten out of the twelve chosen tribes turned to 
idolatry and the customs of the heathen, and 
so were cast off and driven to reside among the 
heathen. This was 720 years before the 
promised Messiah came. When at length He 
did come, the Son of God, the Saviour of the 
world, the two remaining tribes residing in 
Jerusalem, and known as the Jews, refused to 
receive Him; they cast Him out of the city 
and killed Him. And now, after so many 
centuries have passed, they still refuse Him 
still refuse to acknowledge Him as their 
Messiah. 

But the promises of God remain. God has 
never cut off His promises to the chosen people. 
They are to be restored, all of them. The ten 
tribes who were lost are to be found. The two 
tribes, the Jews, who rejected and crucified 
the Saviour, are to crave and receive forgive- 
ness. All are to be forgiven and to be reunited 
once more as one people, God’s chosen ones. 

“God hath not cast away His people, whom 
He foreknew.” 
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“ And if the casting away of them be the 
reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be but life from the dead?” (Rom. xi. 
15). 

Yes, “the time of the restitution of all 
things ” (Acts iii. 21) has not yet taken place, 
but soon, very soon probably, will take place, 
when Jesus comes again, comes to reign, comes 
to judge the world. 

Verse 2: ‘‘ To this man will I look, saith the 
Lord, even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and that trembleth at My word.” 

How similar these words to the first spoken 
blessing of our Saviour, in His sermon on the 
mount (Matt. v. 3): “‘ Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”’ 
Surely this is 


THE END AND OBJECT OF THE TEACHING OF 
THE BIBLE, 


that man may be brought to know God. And 
the only way to know God is through His Son, 
Who is ‘the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 

‘““No man cometh unto the Father but by 
Me.” 

Verse 5: “‘ Hear the word of the Lord, ye 
that tremble at His word; your brethren 
that hated you, that cast you out for My name’s 
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sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified.” What 
can this mean but the fanatic hatred by 
Christian nations of the Jews? How much 
of this there has been in past centuries any 
history will reveal ; and in some of the nations, 
even to this day, the Jews are hated and cruelly 
persecuted. ‘‘ But He shall appear to your 
joy, and they shall be ashamed.” This same 
Jesus Christ, Whom ye so cruelly crucified, 
shall appear to your joy.” 

““T wot, brethren, that through ignorance 
ye did it,” says St. Paul. 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do,” cried Jesus on the cross. 

Verse 10: “ Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and 
be glad with her, all ye that love her ; rejoice 
for joy with her, all ye that mourn for 
ber" 

Verse 13: ‘‘ As one whom his mother com- 
forteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall 
be comforted in Jerusalem.” 

Verse 18: ‘I will gather all nations and 
tongues, and they shall come and see My glory, 

. . and they (My chosen ones) shall declare 
My glory among the Gentiles” (ie, the 
heathen). 

Verse 20: ‘‘ And they shall bring all your 


brethren (i.e., all of the seed of Abraham) for 
H 
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an offering unto the Lord out of all nations 
upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, 
and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to My 
holy mountain, Jerusalem, saith the Lord.” 
(Such means of locomotion are naturally used 
here, as they existed in Isaiah’s day; and 
may be understood as those in modern use at 
the time of “the Return.”’) 

And this is the time of the “ Restitution of 
all things.”” When there are new heavens and 
a new earth, when Christ Himself shall be the 
King. 

Thus we have been through this wonderful 
Book, Isaiah, and I trust are convinced that 
throughout its pages the object of the Bible, 
God’s own Book, is to prove that man, being 
utterly unable to save himself, or to make him- 
self fit to enter heaven, 


GoD HAS PROVIDED A FREE SALVATION 


through the sacrifice of His own beloved Son, 
“Who was made sin for us, Who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him.” ‘ That whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”’ 


We would like now to say a few words on 
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the present condition of the Jews, and, later 
on, on the theories that have of late been 
advanced, as to the location of the ten lost 
tribes of Israel. 


CHAPTER X 
THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE JEWS 


O put it simply, here are a people whose 
very existence among us is a miracle— 
a people whose actual number is a matter of 
uncertainty, as they are scattered over nearly 
every part of the known world, so that it were 
hard to count them with any certainty; but 
they are believed to be upwards of eleven 
million in number. 

We are so accustomed in these days to speak 
of ‘‘ millions,’”’ that perhaps the term does not 
strike us as anything unusual, but to think for 
a moment that the population of the whole 
Dominion of Canada has been only estimated 
of late years to be but eight millions; and 
surely that of itself is sufficient to make one 
stop and think. 

Here are a people more than equal in number 
to the whole population of the city of London, 
the largest city in the world, and equalling 
more than half again the population of the 
most populous of England’s colonies ; a people 

110 


PRESENT CONDITION OF JEWS 111 


who at present have no home to call their own, 
and yet are living in daily expectation that 
their old home, which was given to them for 
a possession by Almighty God, 3,300 years ago, 
will be restored to them. 

Surely it must be worth our while to learn 
something of the history of this wonderfully 
preserved people, and of the grounds on which 
they are so earnestly and persistently expecting 
a restoration to their own country, so well 
known by all as the Holy Land. 

Now one thing to be noted in taking up 
the Jew as a study, we cannot look upon that 
study in the same light as the study of any 
other existent nation, whether of ancient or 
modern date. 


THE NAME OF GOD MUST BE AT ONCE 
INTRODUCED. 


The Jew cannot be studied apart from this 
name. For it is God, the great God Almighty, 
Who first brought them into existence ; and 
it is God Who has, in a miraculous way, pre- 
served them from the first day of their existence 
even to the present time. 

This little Book, the Bible, which we have 
now under especial consideration, is essentially 
the Jew’s Book. Its various parts have been 
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written by Jews, under God’s immediate 
direction; and have been written for Jews as 
the intended teachers of the world. This 
Bible contains their history from the first. And 
all the great promises of God in regard to their 
future may be found within its pages. 

A wonderful, wonderful history 1s foretold 
jor them. They are to be known from the first 
as 


‘““TuHe CHOSEN PEOPLE OF GOD.” 


They are to be the depository of God’s laws, 
the revealers of His will. Being God’s chil- 
dren, they will be treated as His children. 
Any infraction of His rules will be strongly 
dealt with. But although dealt strongly with 
by the Almighty, it is promised, distinctly 
promised, that they shall, as a people, be never 
effaced or blotted out of existence. There 
are many strong promises to this effect, again 
and again repeated. 

It were worth our while to look them up in 
the pages of Holy Scripture. We will take 
them casually as they occur. 

The first we think of are those in Isaiah— 
Isaiah, in fact, is full of them. 

Isaiah liv. 7,8: ‘‘ For a small moment have 
I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will 
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I gather thee. Ina little wrath I hid My face 
from thee for a moment ; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 
Lord, thy Redeemer.”’ 

Isaiah liv. 17: ‘“‘ No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper; and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment shalt 
thou condemn.”’ 

Isaiah Ixi. g: “(All that see thee shall 
acknowledge that they are the seed which the 
Lord hath blessed.’’ 

Isaiah Ixii. 3, 4: ‘“‘ Thou shalt also be a 
crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a 
royal diadem in the hand of thy God. Thou 
shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither 
shall thy land any more be termed Desolate.”’ 

Isaiah lxii. 6, 7: “Ye that make mention 
of the Lord, keep not silence, and give Him 
no rest till He establish and till He make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” 

Isaiah Ixii. 12: ‘‘ They shall call them the 
holy people, the redeemed of the Lord; and 
thou shalt be called ‘sought out,’ ‘a city not 
forsaken.’ ”’ 

Isaiah Ixv. 9: “I will bring forth a seed 
out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of 
My mountains; and Mine elect shall inherit 
it, and My servants shall dwell there.” 
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Isaiah lxv. 24, 25: “ And it shall come to 
pass that before they call I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking I will hear. The 
wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and 
the lion shall eat straw like the bullock; and 
dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, 
saith the Lord.”’ 

Before giving more of the promises to Israel 
from the other prophets, let us break into the 
subject for a few moments, just to give a few 
items of interest concerning the present condi- 
tion of the Jewish nation. Eighty-five years 
ago, when Sir Moses Montefiore visited the 
Holy Land in an official capacity, there were 
but 500 Jews in the whole country. Eighteen 
years ago they had increased in number to 
10,000. Four years ago their total number 
had got up to 200,000. Now, according to 
latest reports, there are in Jerusalem itself, 
out of a total population of 80,000, as many 
as 63,000 Jews. 


THE JEWS THUS ARE RETURNING IN LARGE 
AND INCREASING NUMBERS TO THEIR 
Own LAnp. 


Eleven great Colonization Societies are now 
in operation, and a Capital Fund, amounting 
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to several million pounds, has been formed 
by the Jews for the purpose of re-purchasing 
their land from the Turks. 

A stupendous change is indeed making its 
way felt over the whole country. Jerusalem 
already has its electric lights and its street 
cars ; hospitals, with all modern improvements, 
and asylums, have been built ; railways have 
been constructed; and the country, which 
under Mahometan rule had become a wilder- 
ness, is now beginning once more to smile 
under the effect of cultivation, and the planting 
of extensive orchards and vineyards ; millions 
of vines, fig trees, olive trees, orange and 
mulberry trees have been recently planted. 

One of the strangest phenomena has been 
the resurrection of the ancient Hebrew lan- 
guage; and in connexion with this it is in- 
teresting to hear that a Scotch gentleman has 
recently had printed 120,000 copies of the 
New Testament in the Hebrew language, for 
the express purpose of distribution among 
the Jewish people. 

Surely all this is in fulfilment of prophecy— 
prophecies to Moses, to David, to Solomon ; 
prophecies by Isaiah, by Daniel and the later 
prophets ; foretold also by our Saviour and 
His apostles. 
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For centuries past it has been a time of 
waiting, a time of wondering uncertainty as 
to what these ancient prophecies could mean, 
or how possibly they could ever be literally 
fulfilled. 

But now in these days we are already begin- 
ning to see it with our eyes ; and it would seem 
to be a sure portent that the end is drawing 
near, and that we may expect many great 
and wonderful events to follow rapidly, one 
upon another. 

It may not generally be known, but it is 
a fact, that of late years conversions among 
the Jews have been greatly on the increase. 
During the past century the number of con- 
versions from heathenism and Mahometanism 
is estimated to have been two million. During 
the same period 72,000 Jews have accepted 
Protestant baptism, which, in proportion to 
their numbers, means three times as many 
Jews have become Christians as have heathens 
or Mahometans. 

Organized work among the Jews was only 
commenced in England 105 years ago. There 
are estimated to be 250,000 Jews now in Eng- 
land, of whom 150,000 are residents in London. 
Work among the Jews in Canada was com- 
menced in 1847. In Montreal the Jewish 
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children now outnumber the Christian children 
in the Protestant schools. 


OF EVERY THOUSAND MEN NOW IN THE WORLD, 
Ir 1s ESTIMATED THAT SEVEN ARE JEWS. 


Although in many quarters great opposition 
is raised by strict Jews to the progress of 
Christianity and the efforts made to convert 
them, still it cannot be denied but that great 
progress has already been made, and that their 
prejudices are gradually giving way. The 
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
gradually having a leavening effect on the 
whole mass of the Jewish people. 

A Jewish rabbi in London, who had lost 
his wife, whom he tenderly loved, recently 
sought the sympathy of a well-known preben- 
dary of St. Paul’s Cathedral in his affliction. 
Needless to say, it was gladly given, and thus 
Jew and Christian were brought together, 
an approach such as had never been seen in 
former days. 

In spite of convictions, tenaciously held, 
individual Jews are being gradually converted 
by the wondrous aid and influence of the Holy 
Ghost; one by one they are accepting the 
faith of Jesus Christ. 

We will return now to the 
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PROMISES OF GOD 
in the Prophets. From Isaiah we pass now 
to the prophet Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah iii. 18: ‘‘In those days the house 
of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, 
and they shall come together out of the land of 
the north, to the land that I have given for 
an inheritance to your fathers.”’ 

Jeremiah xxiii. 5,6: ‘“‘ Behold the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a King shall 
reign and prosper and shall execute judgment 
and justice in the earth. In his days Judah 
shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely. 
And this is His name whereby He shall be 
called, the Lord our Righteousness.” 

Jeremiah xxix. 14: “I will turn away your 
captivity, and I will gather you from all the 
nations, and from all the places whither I have 
driven you, saith the Lord, and I will bring 
you again into the place whence I caused you 
to be carried away captive.” 

Jeremiah xxx. 3: “ Lo, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will bring again the captivity 
of My people Israel and Judah, saith the Lord, 
and I will cause them to return to the land 
that I gave to their fathers, and they shall 
possess it.” 
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Jeremiah xxxi. 10-12: ‘‘ Hear the word of 
the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the 
isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel 
will gather him and keep him as a shepherd 
doth his flock. For the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob and ransomed him from the hand of 
him that was stronger than he. 

“ Therefore they shall come and sing in the 
height of Zion, and shall flow together to the 
goodness of the Lord, . . . and their soul 
shall be as a watered garden; and they shall 
not sorrow any more at all.” 

And what does Ezekiel say ? 

Ezekiel xxviii. 25: ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord 
God, when I shall have gathered the house 
of Israel from the people among whom they 
are scattered, and shall be sanctified in them 
in the sight of the heathen, then shall they 
dwell in their land that I have given to My 
servant Jacob, and they shall dwell safely 
therein.”’ 

Ezekiel xxxvi. 24,25: “I will take you 
from among the heathen, and gather you out 
of all the countries, and will bring you into 
your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you and ye shall be clean.” 

Ezekiel xxxvi. 28: ‘And ye shall dwell 
in the land that I gave to your fathers; and 
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ye shall be My people and I will be your God.”’ 

Ezekiel xxxvii. 13: “‘ And ye shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I have opened your 
graves, O My people, and brought you up out 
of your graves.” 

Ezekiel xxxvii. 22: “I will make them one 
nation in the land upon the mountains of 
Israel; and one king shall be king to them 
all; and they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms 
any more at all.” 

In the minor prophets, also, are some remark- 
able words as to the future of the Israelitish 
nation, but we can refer only to a few of them 
just as they occur. 

Hosea ii. 23: “I will sow them unto Me 
in the earth, and I will have mercy upon her 
that had not obtained mercy ; and I will say 
to them which were not My people, Thou art 
My people, and they shall say, Thou art my 
God.” 

Hosea ili. 4, 5: “‘ The children of Israel 
shall abide many days without a king and 
without a prince and without sacrifice and 
without an image, and without an ephod, 
and without teraphim. Afterward shall the 
children of Israel return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king; and shall 


PRESENT CONDITION OF JEWS 121 


fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter 
days.” 

Joel ii. 28: ‘‘ And it shall come to pass 
afterwards, that I will pour out My spirit upon 
all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions.” 

Amos ix. 14, 15: “I will bring again the 
captivity of My people Israel, and they shall 
build the waste cities and inhabit them; and 
they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine 
thereof ; and they shall also plant gardens and 
eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them 
upon their land, and they shall no more be 
pulled up out of their land which I have given 
them, saith the Lord thy God.” 

Micah iv. 2: “‘ Many nations shall come 
and say, Come, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, and to the house of the God 
of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, 
and we will walk in His paths, for the law shall 
go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem.” 

Micah v. 7: “‘ The remnant of Jacob shall 
be in the midst of many people as a dew from 
the Lord, as the showers upon the grass.” 

Zephaniah iii. 20: “At that time will I 
bring you again, even in the time that I gather 
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you: for I will make you a name and a praise 
among all the people of the earth, when I 
turn back your captivity before your eyes, 
saith the Lord.” 

Zechariah viii. 13: “It shall come to pass 
that, as ye were a curse among the heathen, 
O house of Judah and house of Israel, so will 
I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear 
not, but let your hands be strong.” 

Zechariah x. 6, 9: “I will strengthen the 
house of Judah, and I will save the house of 
Joseph, and I will bring them again to place 
them; for I have mercy upon them: and 
they shall be as though I had not cast them 
off: for I am the Lord their God and will 
hear them. And they of Ephraim shall be 
like a mighty man.... And I will sow 
them among the people: and they shall 
remember Me in the far countries; and they 
shall live with their children and shall turn 
again.” 

Malachi iii. r2: “ All nations shall call you 
blessed ; for ye shall be a delightsome land, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

No such promises as these have been made to 
any other existent nation upon earth. 

On the one part they are made to a people 
who for many centuries past have been despised, 
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homeless, treated as of little or no account 
among the great nations of the earth, and 
these are the Jews. 

On the other part these promises are made 
to a people who are absolutely lost to know- 
ledge, and these are the ten lost tribes. 

No country in the word can at present 
point absolutely to these people and say, 
“Here they are, here are absolute proofs of 
their identity.””. And yet the Bible, the Word 
of God, tells us absolutely, tells us repeatedly, 
that both these people, these two peoples, 


THE JEWS AND THE TEN TRIBES, SHALL BE 
DISCOVERED TO A CERTAINTY, 


and shall prove satisfactorily their relationship 
one to another, that they are of the same blood, 
the same origin, and reunited shall become 
a powerful people; and not only powerful, 
but a holy, God-fearing people ; and that the 
whole world, through their influence, shall 
become what God had originally intended it 
to be—an earth where God’s name is extolled, 
throughout every part of it, where sin and 
Satan shall no longer reign; but “the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea.” 


CHAPTER XI 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE TEN LOST TRIBES 


ND now, as to the lost tribes, ten of them— 
the tribes of Reuben, Simeon, Issachar, 
Zebulon, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, and 
those of Ephraim and Manasseh, the two sons 
of Joseph—known collectively, in Bible times, 
as the kingdom of Israel, with their capital, 
Samaria, as distinguished from the Jews, the 
kingdom of Judah (Jew being an abbreviation 
of “‘ Judah-ite ’’), whose capital was Jerusalem. 
The last we hear of the ten tribes, the king- 
dom of Israel, is in 2 Kings xvii., when Shal- 
maneser, King of Assyria, came and destroyed 
Samaria, and carried away all the people of 
this northern kingdom captive into Assyria, 
and ‘‘ placed them in Halah and Habor, by 
the river Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes.” This was in the year B.c. 721, accord- 
ing to biblical chronology. There is no record 
of their even having returned to settle in 
Palestine; and they have ever since been 
generally known as 
124 
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THE TEN Lost TRIBES. 


But God has promised that they shall 
eventually return and become reunited with 
their brethren, the Jews. As, for instance, 
Ezekiel xxxvii. 22 (and many other similar 
passages): ‘‘I will make thee one nation in 
the land upon the mountains of Israel; and 
one king shall be to you all; and they shall 
be no more two nations, neither shall they 
be divided into two kingdoms any more at 
all.” 

Seven hundred and twenty-one years, more 
or less, passed away before Jesus Christ came 
on earth, and 1913 years have passed away 
since Jesus Christ was born at Bethlehem, 
and still these ten lost tribes of Israel are not 
yet found, not yet identified. 

Is it not time that some effort were made to 
discover them? Is it possible that they may be 
discovered ? Would we not think that it would 
have a most marvellous effect throughout the 
whole world, if it could be proved conclusively 
that these lost tribes of Israel were actually 
and without doubt identified, recognized by 
their brethren, the Jews, and believed through- 
out the world to be the actual descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? 
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We feel, indeed, that we must go slowly in 
this matter, not jump suddenly at conclusions. 
And, above all, we must enter upon the ques- 
tion in a spirit of humility, asking for God’s 
guidance, step by step. And the first thing 
of all, the wisest course of all for us to follow, 
would seem to be, to search and look. 


WHAT DOES THE SCRIPTURE SAY ? 


What did God say to Abraham as to the 
future of his descendants? What did God 
say to Moses as to the future of the children 
of Israel? And what did God say to His 
prophets as to their future ? 

Oh, that people who bear the sacred name 
of Christian would search and look, make 
practical use of the Bible and endeavour to 
find out for themselves the meaning of the 
many problems contained within its pages. 

Is it a right thing, think you, that the Bible 
should be so neglected as it is at present ? 
Seven millions and more printed annually ; 
translated into upwards of 440 distinct lan- 
guages; and yet a Christian child almost 
wholly ignorant of its contents. 


A MARVELLOUS Book ; 


God’s message to man; tidings of a Saviour ; 
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news of salvation; and yet so little read, so 
little studied, by those bearing the Christian 
name. 

The lost tribes of Isvael—wheve are they ? 
who are they ? Have we as yet at all studied 
the subject ? 

To Abraham, father of the Jewish race, God 
said: ‘‘ I will make of thee a great nation, and 
I will bless thee and make thy name great: 
and thou shalt be a blessing ; and I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee. And in thee shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed.”’ Has this great, this 
glorious promise of God even yet met with 
its grand fulfilment ? 

The Jews, for the most part a miserable, 
degraded set, homeless, maltreated, persecuted, 
are these the only living representatives of 
Abraham ? 


Have Gop’s PROMISES UTTERLY FAILED ? 


We think not. We are inclined to think 
there must be a people now living on the 
earth, great and powerful and far-reaching in 
their possessions, who ere long will prove them- 
selves to be the actual descendants of 
Abraham. 
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Let us hear first what the Bible says about 
them. 

The first promise of all made to Abraham 
will bear repeating. To Abraham, the father 
of the Jewish race, God said: “I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing; and I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and 
in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed ” (Gen. xii. 2, 3). 

Again, Genesis xv. 5: “ Look now toward 
heaven,” said the Lord to Abraham, “and 
tell the stars, if thou be able to number them : 
and He said unto him, So shall thy seed 
be.” 

And verse 18: “‘In the same day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abraham, saying, Unto 
thy seed have I given this land, from the 
river of Egypt (which would evidently mean 
the Nile) unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates.” 

Now this latter verse (Gen. xv. 18) has, 
we believe, been overlooked by the generality 
of readers, or, at any rate, its meaning has not 
been fully taken into account. 

This is the original promise to. Abraham. 
Before there were any such people as “ the 


WHEREABOUTS OF LOST TRIBES 129 


children of Israel,’’’ or ‘‘ the tribes of Israel,” 
or ‘the Jews,” it was promised that His seed 
should be as the stars of heaven; that they 
would become a great nation; that they 
should become the chief of all the nations ; 
that all the families of the earth should be 
blessed through them; that their future 
possessions should extend from the Nile to 
the Euphrates. As to their future location, 
Abraham had pointed out to him, personally 
by God Himself, what his future possessions 
should be. 

Abraham had come originally from Ur of 
the Chaldees, in the Euphrates Valley. He 
had, at God’s bidding, made a long, long 
journey to the west, travelling perhaps 1,200 
miles over a beautiful and productive country, 
ending his journey in Palestine, the land flowing 
with milk and honey, but at that time occupied 
by enemies and heathen, who would have to 
be driven out before the face of his descendants. 
All this great country, about 1,000 miles in 
length and perhaps 500 miles in breadth, was the 
original Promised Land, destined to become 
the property of the Israelites, the chosen people 
of God. But they never possessed it im Bible 
times, and they have never possessed it since, 
Their sins and their idolatry and their rejec- 
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tion of the Messiah, prevented the carrying 
out of God’s purposes; so they only became 
possessors of the little slip of land called Pales- 
tine. 

The ten tribes, as we have seen, had been 
cast off 721 years before Christ was born ; 
and the Jews were cast off seventy years after 
the birth of Christ, when Titus destroyed 
Jerusalem and drove the people away from 
their land. But 


Gop’s PROMISES ARE SURE, 


and what God promised solemnly to Abraham, 
He will still certainly perform. 

And now to come at once to the point. Is 
it not a fact—a fact visible to and known to 
the whole world—that a great nation, a nation 
acknowledged to be the greatest that the 
world has seen, has risen to life, risen con- 
spicuously within the last 100 years or so— 
a nation eclipsing all the other great nations 
that have been in the past; and is not that 
nation our own Anglo-Saxon nation, Great 
Britain, with its many immense colonies and 
landed possessions, and embracing also the 
United States of America ? 

Is there any other race upon earth to be 
compared with the great English-speaking race ? 
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And would it not be an extraordinary and 
most marked fulfilment of prophecy, could it 
be proved, and proved conclusively, that we, 
the English-speaking people, are the actual 
descendants of the ten lost tribes ? 

The people of Israel, it had been prophesied, 
were to spread abroad as the stars of heaven 
and as the dust of the earth for multitude ; 
they were to ‘“‘ blossom and bud, and fill the 
face of the world with fruit ” (Isa. xxvii. 6) ; 
they were ‘‘ to make the desert to rejoice and 
blossom as the rose’”’ (Isa. xxxv. I); they 
were to become “the chief of the nations ”’ 
(Jer. xxxi. 7); they were to become “‘ a com; 
pany of nations ” (Gen, Xxxv. 11); they-were 
to “‘ possess the gates of their enemies ”’ (Gen. 
xxii. 17). How have any of these prophecies 
been fulfilled in the case of the Jews? Or 
how have they been fulfilled in the case of 
any other nation upon earth ? 

And remember also the blessing upon Joseph 
and his two sons, uttered by Jacob, their 
father, on his dying bed: “‘ Joseph is a fruitful 
bough by a well, whose branches run over 
the wall. ... The Almighty shall bless thee 
with blessings of heaven above, blessings of 
the deep that lieth under (suggesting, as it 
would seem, that they would become a sea- 
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faring race, a great naval power). The bless- 
ings of thy father shall be on the head of Joseph, 
and on the crown of the head of Him that was 
separate from his brethren.’’ 

This again is suggestive: as Joseph “ was 
separate from his brethren ” during his cap- 
tivity in Egypt, and unrecognized when at 
first they came together again, so should the 
ten tribes of Israel be lost to and unrecognized 
by the Jews, their brethren, when they first 
came together; nevertheless, it should be 
they, the separated ones, who should “ fill 
the face of the world with fruit ”; it should be 
they “‘in whom all the families of the earth 
would be blessed.”” And the blessings of the 
two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, follow 
(Gen. xlviii. 16-20): ‘“‘The angel which 
redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; 
and let my name be named on them, and the 
name of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac; and 
let them grow into a multitude in the midst of 
the earth.... And in thee shall Israel 
bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and 
as Manasseh.”’ 

Now, supposing that this is the case, that we 
are actually the lineal descendants of Abraham 
Isaac and Jacob, why, to begin with, 


THE JEWS’ BIBLE BECOMES OUR BIBLE. 
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Is not that worth thinking about? And we 
become the covenant people, the chosen people 
of God. 

Without knowing it, we have been unwit- 
tingly singing in our Churches, ‘‘ Blessed be 
the Lord God of Israel, for He hath visited 
and redeemed His people”? (meaning our- 
selves); ‘(and He hath raised up a mighty 
salvation for us” (still meaning ourselves), 
‘to perform the mercy promised to our fore- 
fathers.” 

How can we be Gentiles, and yet claim 
Abraham as our forefather ? 

And again, in the Litany, “ Our fathers have 
declared unto us the noble works that Thou 
didst in their days and in the old time before 
them.” 

The fact is, Israel, Israel comes all through 
our Prayer Book, as also in the Psalms, and 
in many of our hymns. 

The late Bishop of Liverpool (Ryle) said : 
“J warn you that unless you interpret the 
prophetical portion of the Old Testament in 
the simple, literal meaning of its words, you 
will find it no easy matter to carry on an argu- 
ment with an intelligent Jew. Will you dare 
to tell him that Zion, Jerusalem, Jacob, Judah, 
Ephraim, Israel, did not mean what they seem 
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to mean, but mean the Christian Church ? 
From the time of the old fathers down to the 
present day, men have gone on in a pernicious 
habit of spiritualizing the words of the prophets 
until their true meaning has been well-nigh 
buried in obscurity.” 

It is only about sixty-five years ago that 
the subject was first broached: namely, that 
the English-speaking people of Great Britain 
and of the United States of America might 
prove to be the ten lost tribes of Israel. But 
since that time a number of books have been 
written on the subject, and the matter has 
been seriously discussed, even by members of 
the Royal Family. The late Queen Victoria 
had, it is said, a genealogical tree showing her 
descent from King David; and it is said, 
also, that the present heir to the British throne 
had the name David given to him, as his seventh 
name, in his baptism, on the idea that he 
might at some future day be called to rule 
the people of Israel. 

A long story is told, the genuineness of 
which may yet be vouched for, how a 
daughter of the last king of Judah was saved 
from destruction by the Prophet Jeremiah 
(see Jer. xli. 10), and by him was carried to 
Egypt as a first resort, and later on conveyed 
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by ship to Ireland, where, about the year B.C. 
600, she (Tea Tephi by name) was married to 
the Irish prince, Eochaid, from whom the 
present kings and queens of Great Britain 
claim their descent. 

Trish tradition, it is said, confirmed this 
story, and tells of the arrival on the north- 
west coast of Ireland of the aged prophet, 
Jeremiah, and the Jewish king’s daughter ; 
how they landed at Donegal Bay, passed. 
through Loch Erne, and arrived at Tara, the 
ancient seat of Irish sovereignty. 

We cannot enter further into this matter 
now. In God’s good time, we believe, it will 
all be revealed and made plain. For the 
present, suffice it to say that certainly an 
increased and increasing interest is being taken 
in the subject. 

Apart from the question of the survival of 
the royal line of Judah, the great point to be 
settled, it would seem would be: Did our 
Anglo-Saxon forefathers originate in that same 
region in which the ten tribes of Israel were 
lost, or last heard of ? According to ancient 
historians this would seem to have been the 
case. 

The thirteenth chapter of the second Book 
of Esdras, verses 40 to 46, narrate how the 
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ten tribes who had been placed in Media, by 
Shalmaneser, their conqueror, “counselled 
among themselves to go forth into a further 
country, where never mankind dwelt,’’ and 
that they travelled a year and a half, and 
arrived in a region called Ar-Sareth. This 
is about 1,500 miles north-west of Media, and 
there is still a river and a town of that name. 
These people were known at that time as 
“Sakai” or ‘“‘ Scythians.’’ Herodotus says 
that in his time (B.c. 450) they occupied a 
square of about 500 miles each way, its base 
on the Black Sea, between the Danube and 
the Don. 

“The passing through the gate,’ of Micah 
ii. 13, is believed to refer to the ten lost 
tribes crossing the Caucasus by the Pass of 
Dariel on their way northward and west- 
ward. 

Anglo-Saxon certainly is a new name for 
the descendants of Israel.to bear; but even 
this was plainly prophesied (see Isa. Ixii. 2) : 
“Thou shalt be called by a new name which 
the mouth of the Lord shall name.’’ And 
Isaiah Ixv. 1: “I am found of them that 
sought Me not; I said, Behold Me, behold 
Me, unto a nation that was not called by My 
name.” Also Zephaniah iii, 20; ‘I will 
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make you a name and a praise among all 
people of the earth, when I turn back your 
captivity, saith the Lord.” Also, as to the 
change in language (see Zeph. ili. 9): ‘i Then 
will I turn to the people a pure language, that 
they may all call upon the name of the Lord, 
to serve Him with one consent.” 

Is it not remarkable, among other signs, 
that the English language is gradually 
becoming 


THE LANGUAGE OF THE WORLD? 


Note also Isaiah xxviii. 11: “‘ With stam- 
mering lips and with another tongue will he 
speak to this people.” And note our Saviour’s 
words to the Jews in Matthew xxi.43.¢. The 
Kingdom of God shall be taken from you 
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof.”’ 

The very word “ Britain ” is of Hebrew 
derivation, and means “ the Covenant people.” 

James I of England, who was the first” 
British monarch, whose dynasty may be 
traced back through the Scotch and Irish 
kings to Hebrew origin, when he entered 
the city of London for the first time, through 
one of its ancient gates, had erected over 
that gate an effigy of the prophet Jeremiah, 
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with these words engraved : ‘“ Then shall 
enter within the gates of the city kings and 
princes sitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horses ”’ (Jer. xvii. 


25). 


CHAPTER XII 
CONCLUSION 


a now, having taken this brief glance 
at the present condition of the Jews, 
who are all that remain, so far as has been 
known hitherto, with any certainty, of the 
chosen people of God; and having ventured 
to suggest what may be the solution of that 
other problem, ‘“ What has become of the 
ten lost tribes ? ”’ let us now put all together, 
as it were, and come back once more to our 
original proposition, 


‘WHAT IS THE OBJECT OF THE BIBLE? ”’ 


‘The Jews’ book,’’ did we say it was, con- 
taining the Jews’ history from its first begin- 
ning? And now, perhaps, on the eve, under 
God, of a great change, a great and wonderful 
change ! 

If this Anglo-Saxon idea once takes root, 
and is generally adopted throughout the 
world, and this can only be through God’s 
immediate intervention—if once it is generally 
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accepted and believed in, that we, the English- 
speaking race, are indeed the children of 
Abraham, the true descendants of Abraham, 
lost to the world and lost to our brethren, the 
Jews, for many, many centuries, but now 
recovered, restored, made known—why, the 
Bible becomes at once our Bible. 

The prophecies which we had thought had 
only to do with the descendants of Abraham, 
we find have to do with us. 


THE BIBLE IS OUR BooK. THE PROPHECIES 
ARE OUR PROPHECIES. 


All the great promises of God contained in 
His Holy Word, we may claim now, rightfully, 
and without fear of interference, as God’s 
promises to us, and hand in hand with the Jew 
may look forward to their special fulfilment. 

This is an age of wonders, an age of marvels. 
One of the greatest wonders that has happened 
within recent times happened, we may say, 
just the other day, came with the suddenness 
of an earthquake shock ! 

Nothing has ever happened in the mission 
field to be compared to it! A vast empire— 
the vastest empire in the world—containing a 
population of 400 million people, more than 
a quarter of the population of the whole world, 
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have virtually renounced idolatry, “thrown 
their idols to the owls and to the bats.’”’ The 
Government of the Chinese Empire have asked 
the prayers of the Christian Church for wisdom 
and for guidance, thus publicly acknowledging 
the supremacy of God. 

Can we believe this verily to be the case ? 

It was in April, 1913, that the startling news 
came—news without parallel in missionary 
records—startling even city men as they read 
in the morning papers, under big-lettered 
headlines, that China, heathen China, had 
asked the Christian bodies within her borders 
to unite on Sunday, April 27, in prayers to the 
Christian’s God for His Divine blessing at the 
crisis of her start on a new political existence, 
and had directed that her high officials should 
attend in each place where the services might 
be held. 

Archdeacon Moule, who has been upwards 
of fifty years in China, writes in the Daily 
Mail: ‘I regard China’s request for prayer 
as an event startling and almost electrifying 
in its significance... . To those who have 
known China, exclusive, hostile, barely tolerat- 
ing preacher or convert, the land of rumours, 
riots, massacres, this spiritual hope of faith and 
prayer seems remarkable beyond expression.” 
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And how has all this been brought about ? 
We may well ask. The only answer that I 
feel we can give is 


‘It 1S THE LORD.” 


Prayers have seemed to be long unanswered. 
But they are not offered in vain. Our prayers 
seem to be very weak. But “like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him, for He knoweth our frame; 
He remembereth that we are but dust.” 

And so the mission work goes on, the great, 
great work of God, drawing one nation after 
another within its fold, the safe, safe fold of 
Jesus Christ. Silently, silently, the work has 
been going on. Great opposition often raised, 
cruelties, massacres, lives laid down; the 
Martyrdom of Stephen oft repeated. But 
never in vain. 

Martyrdoms, again and again, have proved 
to be “the seed of the Church.”” In Africa, 
in Japan, in Korea, in India, in the New 
Hebrides, in South America, the same story 
has to be told: 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS PROGRESSING, 


and heathenism is giving way before it. Yes, 
notwithstanding all the opposition of Satan, 
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all the slackening of interest in the spread of 
the Gospel on the part of Christians, all the 
selfishness and self-seeking of professed Chris- 
tian people, nevertheless we must acknowledge 
that the work proceeds slowly, painfully. 

The expenditure on Christian missions is 
indeed but a mere drop in the bucket com- 
pared to what is needed for the advance of 
the Saviour’s cause. Indeed, we may well 
say that Christian missions have hardly begun 
as-yet. No, indeed, scarcely begun. 


““Tyr WoRLD FOR CHRIST ”’ 


is a right cry. But it is not yet. Men will 
not yet “‘ sell their possessions and their goods,” 
and give as they should, to Christ’s cause. 

What is the hindrance? What is the real 
hindrance ? 

May not an answer be found in St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans? Do not recent 
events that have happened, and are still 
happening in the world, teach us to give 
greater prominence to the fact that God’s 
ancient people, the Jews, and the ten lost 
tribes, have to be found and reunited ere any 
great advance can be made in the extension 
and acceptance of the Gospel to the utmost 
bounds of the earth? 
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The time, we may believe, is already ripe 
for the drawing together of God’s ancient 
people. We already have the Jews, a part, 
a large part of the ancient people whom God 
chose for Himself, and to whom He gave the 
promises. These are already known as the 
actual children of Abraham, but they have 
still to be brought to know and believe in 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah. 

How this will be brought about we cannot 
yet foresee. Many seem to think that they 
will be brought back to their own land while 
still in unbelief. The Jews themselves, we 
believe, are looking forward to this. 

Those of them who within the last eighteen 
or twenty years have been so active in pro- 
moting the cause of Zionism, even raising 
funds for the purpose of purchasing Palestine 
from the Turks, have, we believe, been acting 
on this idea, and also think to establish them- 
selves as a nation, rebuild their Temple and 
city walls, and re-establish their Temple 
services. 

One wonders if it can ever be that, not only 
will the Jews as a people be restored to their 
own land, the land of Canaan, but that they 
will also as a people, as a nation, in some 
marvellous manner, be converted to Christi- 
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anity—to believe in and to accept Jesus 
Christ, Whom their forefathers slew and hanged 
on a tree; receive and accept Him as their 
God and Saviour. : 

Surely if God Almighty can, as we have 
seen, bring the whole of an immense nation 
like the Chinese from sin and idolatry to the 
acknowledgment of Jesus Christ, in so short 
a space of time as to astound the world, what 
may we not expect in His dealings with His 
ancient people, the Jews. 


Is ANYTHING TOO HARD FOR THE Lorp ? 


Even as Jesus Christ Himself appeared to 
His servant, Paul, on his way to Damascus, 
while engaged in persecuting the Church and 
haling men and women to prison, even so 
may it not be with the Jews as a people, per- 
haps while on their way to take possession 
of the land, the Lord Jesus will Himself meet 
them, with words similar—“ I am Jesus, Whom 
ye have crucified, and to Whom ye have these 
past 1,900 years been strangers - it is hard 
for ye to kick against the pricks.” 

And the ten lost tribes! Are they, too, to 
be discovered in these latter days ? Oh, what 
joy to find them, not among the persecutors, 
but already engaged as a people in active 
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missionary work, enduring persecution and 
trial for Christ’s sake. Surely, a joy exceeding 
all the joy of the Christian Church in past 
ages shall become the joy of those who, 
reunited with their believing brethren, the 
Jews, have now but one Faith, one Lord, one 
Baptism, one God and Father of all, and 
believe in and accept 


THE ONE BIBLE AND THE ONE SAVIOUR. 
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